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and refined ; hapily itis fast giving way to a mild 
and more effectual government, by reason and the 
affections. 


The rational method of punishment | 
which visits upon every dereliction its natural | 


‘Hall, ‘hes persistently inflicted her  twencle ) and 
brimstone, or some still more horrible mixture, 
upon the unoffending victims under her dominion 
—thus much we know, that this, like many other 
evils in society, is ini a fair way, if not to cure the 
children, at least to cure itself. 

The reign of pellets, dragées, and troches, names 
all unknown to our venerable grandmothers, is 


| now fairly upon us, and next to the natatorium, 
| cricket, and calisthenics, we must certainly own 
' these “ good things’’ to be among the greatest aids 
| in ‘* bringing up’’ a family. 

The rod is now but seldom resorted to as a) 
means of family discipline among the intelligent | 


Who has not met with instances of intelligent 
people, as the world goes, who, while they resort 
to a skilled physician to relieve their own ailments, 
take into their confidence some pimp of a homeo- 
path every time one of the children needs medical 
treatment? And these unsophisticated parents 


penalty is so obviously preferable, that it is only | will tell you that they prefer their old family phy- 
among the ignorant, the brutal or the thoughtless, sician, whose judgment they have long tested, and 
that unreasoning force is ever resorted to as the | whose experience fits him to be a wise counsellor, 
means of avoiding the dangers of inexperience or | but they ‘‘can’t get the children to take his medi- 


the evils resulting from natural perversity. 
With this relic of barbarism should we not associ- | 
ate that method of punishment practiced on the | 


children of former generations, and many in our 


own, compelling them to atone for the crime of 
being sick by the involuntary penance of taking 
disgusting physic? The argument has been used | 
against the use in anesthetics of midwifery, that 
it was an unwarranted attempt to escape the inevi- 
table law of suffering entailed upon the gentler sex; 


SO we suppose it might be argued that our chil- | 
|contemplate in view of the aptness of human 


dren, if not subjected to annoyances while young, 


might grow up with too little of stoic indifference | 
to the ‘‘good and ill which chequer life.’ For my | 


part, I think that life has so many necessary pains 
and penalties, that a sound philosophy looks to | 
removing all avoidable ones, especially from that 
period which life normally joyous, and in which 
perfect development is so dependent on this very | 
joyousness. He who would purposely cloud the | 
sunshine of youth must be not only a cynical 
philosopher but a poor physiologist. 

It would be hard to estimate the effect on tem- 
per of the old-fashioned, compulsory dosing; to 
realize the downright spirit of rebellion that has 


| cines.’’ 





been fostered in many a young and restless spirit, 
as some indomitable Mrs. Squeers, of Dothboy’s | 


It may do very well to sneer at this sort 
of argument, but whoever has seen the popular 
illustration, perhaps originally from Punch, of that 
very impassioned representative of free institu- 
tions, ‘‘Young America,’’ will understand the 
trouble he makes when his nurse comes about 
with the castor-oil bottle, or tries the persuasive 
argument of turpentine or worm tea. Then again, 


| the deception practiced, almost necessarily, upon 
| children, to inveigle them into taking the nau- 


seous doses prescribed for them, is deplorable to 


nature to follow the example of the arch-deceiver, 
or of those who lend themselves to his arts. It is 
well the physician does not always bear a share 
in the accountability which must attach to this 
moral aspect of the subject. 

The practical hints necessary to put the intelli- 
gent physician in the way of avoiding unnecessary 
annoyance to his juvenile and other patients, may 
be arranged under the following heads: 

1. The choice of remedies. 2. The best form 
of preparation. 3. The judicious use of excipients. 
4. The mode of administering medicines. I shall 
give a few remarks upon each head, referring the 
reader for further details to my work on Phar- 
macy, now under revision for the third edition. 
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The choice of remedies.—Bitterness is a great 
objection to a medicine for children; yet, unfor- 
tunately, the most important of tonic remedies, 
sulphate of quinia, is remarkable for its intense 
bitter taste. Saline and alkaline tastes are offen- 
sive to children, and hence for antacid purposes, 
we may make choice of chalk or magnesia, the 
former checking and the latter promoting the 
action of the bowels, both being insoluble and 
tasteless ; the chief point to be attained, especially 
in the case of magnesia, is to select a perfectly 
smooth, not gritty preparation, such as Husband’s 
or Henry’s; given in milk these are scarcely ob- 
served by children. For infants, whose sense of 
taste is but little developed, bicarbonate of soda 
may be given in solution in mint-water, the pro- 
portion being usually half a drachm to four fluid 
ounces, (3ss. to fZiv.,) dose a teaspoonful, a very 
simple substitute for the numerous so-called car- 
minatives, containing opium, peppermint, cam- 
phor, and other powerful medicines. For adults I 
should make choice of bicarbonate of potassa in 
place of the corresponding soda salt, and I know 
of no objection to this substitution, for children ; 
it certainly secures greater efficiency, uniformity, 
and without much increase of taste. Saline ca- 
thartics are not generally relished by children; 
Epsom salts especially. We have an agreeable 
substitute for this in solution of citrate of magne- 
sia. Cream of tartar is a rather pleasant cathartic, 
which, made into a kind of lemonade, will gene- 
rally be taken without any difficulty. Children 
do not generally enjoy Seidlitz powders as some 
adults do. 

Castor oil is a remedy of such rare good quali- 
ties that it seems difficult to substitute anything 
for it; but some adults would rather take the risk 
of a fatal termination of their sickness than resort 
to this nauseous medicine. The familiarity of the 
physician with the physical and sensible proper- 
ties of remedies will enable him to choose from 
each class those which wilt be most likely to com- 
mend themselves to his patients. His success in 
the practice of his calling will be largely influenced 
by his attention to this, matter. 

The best form of preparation of aremedy is mainly 
determined by the solubility or insolubility of the 
medicine, and by its taste. Some little patients 
éarly learn to swallow a pill, and when this is the 
case, we have a chance to’ avoid the difficulty in 
question, but many children do not acquire this 
art, and we may then choose between powders and 
liquid forms; powders are only allowable when 
the ingredients are nearly tasteless, or may be 
disguised by sugar. Perhaps the best form of 
liquid preparation of ‘quiniay with reference to 
disguising its taste, is the following: 
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Acaciz pulveris 
Syrupi zingiberis, f3ij. M. 

Triturate the quinia and gum into a mixed 
powder, add the syrup of ginger and triturate 
into a uniform mixture; dose, a tea-spoonful, 
containing one grain of the quinia salt. A little 
tannic acid, if not contraindicated, may be added 
to obtund the bitterness. The method of dissolv- 
ing the quinia salt by the use of aromatic,sul- 
phuric acid is calculated to promote its immediate 
effect, but heightens the taste, for’@ reason too 
often overlooked, but quite obvious on a moment’s 
reflection; the more complete the contact with 
the tongue and mouth the more intense the sensa- 
tion of taste or flavor, and of course in solution 
the contact is as complete as possible. Suspended 
in a very rich saccharine, mucilaginons liquid, as 
above, it glides over the tongue almost without 
touching it. 

Oils, from their power of resisting admixture 
with water, can be floated down the throat with 
very little contact, but mixed ‘with gum the 
emulsion is readily miscible with’ the saliva and 
its taste is realized to the full. Few children, 
however, are affected by the unpleasant taste of 
an oil if sufficient sugar is mixed with it. In 
emulsion—in fact, the key to the preparation 
of medicines for children is found in the free use 
of sugar—a candy can be made with castor oil 
instead of butter, which will be aeceptable to 
children generally. Lozenges of any tasteless or 
insoluble substance will be taken with avidity. 
This is an especially good way of giving precipi- 
tated carbonate of iron, a good common chalybeate 
for children. I have dispensed thousands of boxes 
of iron lozenges, composed of 5 grains of precipi- 
tated carbonate with 15 grains of sugar, flavored 
with vanilla. . For adults I have used Quevenne’s 
metallic iron, which is not so tasteless, and to be 
agreeable, requires disguising with chocolate. The 
ferruginous chocolate drops contain one grain each 
of the officinal ferri pulvis. 

Astringency, which is akin to bitterness, may 
be overcome pretty, well by combining with plenty 
of sugar and suitable flavors. The astringent 
roseleaf, tablets and pastilles of chlorate of potassa, 
though less adapted to children than adults, are 
sometimes used instead of liquid forms. Citrate 
of potassa may be nicely given in lozenges, and 
the following is a good prescription for diapho- 


retic lozenges. 
BR. Pulv. ipecac., gr. vj. 
j 
Pulv. acacie, 44, 3j Dij. 
Ft. Trochisci, xxiv. 


Potasse citratis, 
P. ext. glycyrrh., 
Dose for a child, one every two hours. 
ty 
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Laxative lozenges may easily be made by the 
use of a little podophyllin, combined with cream 
of tartar and.a suitable flavoring ingredient; or 
confection of senna, if a good article is within 
reach, will furnish an agreeable laxative. 

.No anthelmintic medicine.is now so popular as 
santonine, which, though not perfectly tasteless, 
is adapted to combining with sugar in the form of 
dragées. .A suitable dose is from one to two 
grains. Certain ‘‘worm confections,”’ which are 
much sold as nostrums, are made into a puffy 
mass by beating the sugar with white of egg; they 
seem to impress physicians as sayoring too much 
of the confectioner’s art for legitimate prescribing. 
Anthelmintics .are, I think, less prescribed, as 
such, by physicians, than formerly, though still 
enjoying a wide popularity, among those outside 
of the profession 

(To be continued.) 


Observations on 
NERVOUS DEAFNESS. 


By Laurence Turnsuit, M. D., 
Of Philadelphia. 


Symptoms, 
[Continued from page 100.] 
The first form which we will notice, is the here- 
ditary, or the result.of mental emotion. 


The notes 
of a case will describe the symptoms better than a 
simple enumeration. 

J. M., wt. sixty, a native of England; by occu- 
pation, a manufacturer. He. stated that he was 
totally deaf in the right ear for twenty-five years, 
and in the left for twelve years, and that the 
cause of the deafness was a sudden loss of pro- 
perty ; but, upon close inqniry, he also stated that 
he has a brother and sister as deaf as himself. On 
testing his powers of hearing, by a variety of 
hearing trumpets, I found it was not increased by 
them, neither could he hear the watch when ap- 
plied over his mastoid process, or between his 
teeth, Everything had to be written. If the floor 
was struck he felt the vibration, He has a con- 
stant noise ag if a wheel was ‘geing round, all the 
time. General health, good, 

Examination.—External meatus, normal; mem- 
bra tympani, good color, no defect ; eustachian 
tube, free; throat, pharynx, and uvula, slightly 
thickened and inflamed ; tonsils not enlarged. 

Has tried all kinds of treatment without benefit. 
He was sent to me by my friend, Dr. J. J. Woov- 
warp, U.S. A., while acting as Attending-Surgeon 
at the Dispensary of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, (May 22, 1858.) 

The second form is from cold and its consequences, 
and a.case will best illustrate the symptoms. 

R. W., aged 62, foreman in a large factory, was 
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very much exposed during the winter (1859) fol- 
lowed by the repeated attacks of ordinary catarrh, 
which left him deaf, with no pain, He could heag 
my watch indistinctly close to the left ear, on the 
right rather better, but ordinary conversation in a 
room he could not hear. He has had a constant 
humming sound like a saw or planing mill in his 
ear. No member of his family deaf; his general 
health good. 


Examination.—The external nieatus normal, 
membrana tympani natural form; the handle of 
the malleus is readily seen; the eustachean tubes 
free. On shutting the nose and mouth and mak- 
ing the effort to swallow, the air is found to strike 
upon the membrana tympani in the middle ear by 
means of the otiscope. 

‘In this’ case a great variety of treatment had 
been tried but without benefit. 


We now come to the third variety of nervous 
deafness, arising from compression of the auditory 
nerve in the internal ear. There is severe and 
constant headache; vertigo noises of various kind 
within the ear; impaired sight, with or without 
weakness of the mental faculties, especially of the 
memory, etc. 


The fourth variety, comprises a very large class 
of cases, the result of the poison of typhus, ty- 
phoid, and scarlet fever. 

The following case will illustrate the class, the 
patient being an intelligent and well-educated 
physician in active practice, who consulted me in 
June, 1862. The only change from the normal 
condition of his ear was a slight opacity of the 
‘membrana tympani; he had consulted almost 
every distinguished physician and surgeon in this 
country, but without receiving any benefit. ‘*My 
history, briefly stated, runs thus: When twelve 
or fourteen I had typhoid fever, was very low, 
lay six months, after which I have never: been 
robust. .From eighteen to twenty-six I was trou- 
bled greatly with. dyspepsia for several years, much 
annoyed at times with general headache, took cold 
easily and which almost always affected my head. 
In the summer of 1851, I suffered much with dys- 
peptic constipation, with headache and a sense of 
fulness with great thirst, etc. In October of the 
same year I had a severe attack of congestion of the 
brain. In February or March of 1852, s00n after 
@ full dinner while setting in. my ‘room, an un- 
pleasant sensation came into my right ear. The 
next day I had some ice-cold water poured into 
my ear, which produced severe pain for a moment, 
but since then I have never experienced but very 
slight pain in the; ear. In the summer of 1859; 
I experienced a similar feeling as above described 
in my left ear; to either I have applied nothing 
except the water spoken of, I have done nothing 
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by any other medical treatment except to use for 
about two months the following mixture: 
R. Hydr. bichloridii, gr. 88. 
Potassi iodidi, Bi. 
Syr. sarsap. comp., 
Aqua, aa, Ziij. M. 
Sig. A dessert-spoonful one half hour after 
breakfast and supper, with the occasional 
use of a mild laxative to keep the bowels 
open. 

‘*In 1860 and 1861, I threw aside tobacco and cof- 
fee, both seemed to increase my difficulty of hear- 
ing and also increase the pain in the head.’’ 

In this case the original difficulty was the results 
of the fever, subsequently congestion in the region 
of the auditory nerve. No treatment has been of 
any benefit. 

The fifth class of cases are the result of hysteria, 
and large doses of sulphate of quinine. 

In the first you have all the usual symptoms of 
hysteria affecting all the senses, but especially the 
hearing, with intra-aural sounds, as buzzing, ring- 
ing of bells, etc. All parts of the ear appear healthy. 
In those cases produced by large doses of sulphate 
of quinine, the symptoms are obstinate headache 
accompanied by intra-aural noises, while the ex- 
ternal and middle ear is often found healthy. 

The sixth class of cases are the result of the 
poison of syphilis. 

The following two cases will illustrate this class. 
The first seen in consultation with my friend, Dr. 
Condie, and the other from ‘* Hutchinson.’’* John 
A. McC., aged 32, a bookbinder, of good general 
health, but almost totally deaf in both ears, born 
in United States, mother living and well, no other 
member of family deaf. It commenced in one ear, 
and according to the statement of his physician, 
he had secondary syphilis about this time and was 
treated by specific remedies for it, and recovered 
from all the symptoms but the deafness, which 
increased, involving the other ear.. Has ringing in 
the éar as if had just heard the loud report of a 
cannon. No pain in head or ear. 

Examination.—Cannot hear my watch in contact 
with his ear or over his mastoid process, but if I 
place it upon a board with his face down upon it, 
he can hear it; he also can hear at times the clock 
strike in the room, also the sound of ‘cars. or 
wagons in the street. External meatus of right 
ear normal} left ear narrowed. Some one he 
states ‘advised the use Of water of ammonia 
dropped into this ear, after he had become deaf, 
which caused a discharge and narrowing of mem- 
brana tympani, slight, opacity in both ears, and 
drier than natural. The eustachian tubes pervious. 
There is not disease sufficient to account for the 





* A Clinical Memoir on certain Diseases of the Eye and Ear 
consequent on Inherited Syphilis. By Jonathan Hutchinson, 
F. 8.C. 8. London. John Churchill, 1863. pp. 192-183. 





state of extreme deafness. Throat red and in- 
flamed, tonsils reduced toa nob. It is now some 
two years, and although Dr. C, has tried both 
specific and other treatment no improvement has 
resulted. 

“Susan S., aged 13: aspect of syphilis fairly 
marked, and teeth characteristic. [Teeth converge 
toward each other, are very short, have a vertical 
notch or cleft in their free edges ; not being so wide 
there as attheirnecks.] Numerous white deposits of 
long standing in’both cornea. Both pupils notched 
and irregular when dilated with atropine. Nine 
brothers and sisters are living, none have died. 
The patient is the third, the two elder ones being 
girls ; one of the elder ones has had inflamed eyes. 

Deafness.—She began to lose her hearing in Feb- 
rnary, 1861. There was no discharge, and not any 
material earache. She was very much troubled 
with noises and singing in her ears. “The left was 
rather the worse, but both were affected. She can 
now just hear a watch pressed over her right ear, 
but cannot hear it on the left. The ear is dry 
internally, but there is no other visible peculiarity. 
The tonsils are not enlarged. 

‘* General Comments.—It will be seen that all of 
the cases (21) in which the ears were inspected go to 
support the belief that the deafness of syphilitic 
children is due either to disease of nerve itself, or 
to some changes in non-accegsible parts of the 
auditory apparatus. Its symmetry in all the cases 
would point to a central cause. In none were 
there found adequate changes in the membrana 
tympani, although in none was tat membrane 
quite normal. In all, the eustachian tubes were 
pervious, my belief therefore is, that the deafness 
in these cases is due either to disease of the nerves 
or of their distribution in the labyrinth. The cases 
constitute the analogues of syphilitic retinitis and 
of white atrophy of the optic nerves. 

‘¢ With regard to the prognosis of heredito-syphi- 
litic deafness, I believe that is unfavorable. When 
the disease was progressive I have rarely witnessed 
any permanent improvement or arrest. In most it 
has gone on to total loss of hearing, and this in 
several instarices-in spite of the cautious use of 
specific remedies almost from the beginning. 
From six months to a year would appear to be the 
usual time required for the completion of the 
process and the entire abolition of the function.”’ 


Diagnosis, 

To arrive at a correct diagnosis we must first 
examine with care the auricle external meatus, 
membrana tympani, handle of the malleus, so as 
to discover any change in color or form from that 
found in a perfectly normal ear. Then follows in 
order the throat, uvula and tonsils, and the eusta- 
chian tube passing air through it, with the aid-of 
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the. catheter and explorer, with the otoscope to 
determine the internal condition of the tube by 
the insertion of air. The pharyngoscope should 
also be employed to see that the catheter enters 
the orifice of the eustachian tube. Then follows 
the diseases of the labyrinth, namely, acute and 
chronic inflammation, with inflammation of the 
facial nerve within the fallopian canal. By such 
means we reduce the number of affections of the 
inner ear producing deafness 

Erhard in Germany, and Bonnafont in France, 
give the preference over this objective, and there- 
fore perfectly reliable, even though negative diagno- 
sis of (nervous) deafness to a so-called functional 
subjective, and therefore in a high. degree unre- 
liable, and at the same time merely negative 
diagnosis. Thus, according to Erhard, ‘‘the com- 
mon physiologico-pathological symptom of all 
nervous deafness is a lessened conduction (of 
sound) by the bones of the head varying in de- 
gree, so that a cylinder watch is not heard, and a 
case watch only seldom and then only feebly.’’ 
The uncertainty is further increased by the de- 
claration, that ‘‘sound conducting power of the 
bones of the head is lessened with age, and also 
by a thick diploe, a thick scalp and soft parts ;” 
that finally, ‘‘those persons only can be deter- 
mined to be affected with nervous deafness whose 
conducting power of the bones of the head is de- 
ficient, and who are under forty years of age.’’ 

Bonnafon is still better satisfied with his mea is 
of diagnosis, for he believes, and takes credit to 
himself for having made a new and great diag- 
nostic discovery. ‘That the sensibility of the 
auditory nerve must be perfectly normal if the 
watch is heard on all parts of the cranium ;’’ and, 
‘‘when the, watch.is heard only. at the mastoid 
and zygomatic process, the hardness of hearing is 
still curable; if the watch is heard nowhere on the 
skull but the tuning-fork, (at the third octave, ) 
is heard five centimetres from the ear, or at least 
at any point of the skull to which it may be ap- 
plied, he considers the curability of the hardness 
of hearing as very doubtful; finally, if the tuning- 
fork is heard only a short. distance from the ear, 
or when applied to the skull, the ineurability of 
the functional distupbance of the ear oannot be 
doubted.’? Here again arises the difficulty that 
the patients themselves must determine whether 
they hear or do not hear the “watch or tuning- 
fork.’’ 

Prognosis. 

The prognosis in the six classes we have de- 
scribed is generally unfavorable, still there are 
cases, which are improved by a rational mode of 
treatment, bearing in mind that nervous déafness 
is but a symptom in which we may have’ many 
different lesions, and that consequently the same 


COMMUNICATIONS, 





117 


means of treatment blindly or empirically applied 
to all cases cannot cure them all. 
Treatment, 

We know of no special remedies for nervous deaf- 
ness, its treatment can-only be founded upon a 
correct diagnosis and on general principles. Yet 
we would not consider our paper complete with- 
out directing the attention of our readers to our 
mode of treatment which we employ, but which 
is varied with every patient as they vary in age, 
constitution, habit, occupation, etc. 

The treatment of the first class of cases consists 
in the application of ointment of tartrate of anti- 
mony and potassa over the mastoid process, with 
the use of alteratives and tonics. If these fail, 
and there is exalted sensibility, then we resort to 
use of sedatives and anodynes, applied to the 
eustachian tube, or to the external meatus. The 
morphia to be dissolved in acetic acid, to which is 
added a small portion eau de cologne and applied 
on a small pledget of cotton, or heat applied to it 
by means of a lamp and in an inhaler or Wolf's 
bottle. To produce stimulation with sedatives 
I employ, in the torpid form, chloroform or chloric 
ether, of which, from two to five drops are to be 
dropped into an evaporating vessel and the vapor 
passed into the ear, or acetic sther, which is so 
highly recommended by Kramer. If these means 
fail we occasionally resort to galvanism or electro- 
magnetism, applied every three days by means of 
Duchenne apparatus, but never in recent or acute 
cases. 

In the second form the treatment is commenced 
by dry cupping below the ear, followed by tincture 
of iodine in front of the auricle, with the internal 
use of small. doses of mass. hydr. in conjunction 
with quinia sulphatis, iodide of potassium, alternat- 
ing with cod liver oil, with change of air to the 
sea-shore, or sponging with salt and water, or the 
use of the artificial sea salt bath of Hubbell. 

In the third class.of cases, if the patient is ple- 
thoric, we should employ both local and general 
depletion, followed by cholagogue and other pur- 
gatives and derivatives. Subsequently, external 
excitants, as sinapism vesicants, either of mustard 
or capsicum or the cantharidal collodium, paying 
special attention to the digestive, secretory, and 
excreting functions. 

Of the fourth large class, the indications of treat- 
ment are to improve the general health, to apply 
local remedies to the ear and throat; nitric of 
silver in solution, or sulphate of copper or zinc, 
with mild counter-irritation. The internal use of 
colchicum, arsenic, or bi-chloride of mercury, or 
the iodide of potassium. 

The fifth class is treated by nervines and tonics 
with the use of galvanism or electro-magnetism. 

The sixth class of cases must be treated with 
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specific remedies but with great care, combining 
them with tonics, especially the tartrate of iron 
and potassa. If a cure is not affected within one 
year, the loss of hearing is usually permanent. 


ST. 





Hospital Reports. 


Pxitapetputa ‘ Hospirat, 
February 21st, 1863. 


Surcicat Cuinic or Pror. Gross. 
Reported by ¥. E. Owens, M. D. 
Anchylosis of Knee-joint. 

J—— G——, aged twenty-one. This patient was 
operated on one year ago last November, for anchy- 
losis of the knee-joint. The thigh-bone was perfo- 
rated a short distance above the knee. The opera- 
tion was followed by violent inflammation. Last 
March, during my term of service, a quantity of 
dead bone was removed. Upon coming on duty Jan- 
uary ist, 1863, there existed two large ulcers, one on 
each side, a little above the knee, for which we sub- 
scribed flaxseed poultices medicated with nitric acid 
lotion, in the proportion of ten drops to the ounce of 
water. The patient has been taking cod-liver oil, 
and has been compelled to remain in bed. Dr. Gross, 
in 1861, operated for anchylosis of the same joint, in 
which the patella was detached from its place, and 
the tibia from the femur. The man recovered with- 
out any untoward symptoms, with an excellent use 
of his limbs. He was discharged March 9th, cured. 


Supernumerary Fingers. 

R—— C——,, colored, aged onemonth. This, gen- 
tlemen, is the child of a white mother. The case is 
of interest, as exhibiting supernumerary fingers. 
There is one on each hand attached to the outer side 


of the little finger. They are held merely by a pedi- 
cle of skin. It would be interesting to know whether 
or not the parents of this child were similarly affected, 
for these malformations are often observed in a 
number of members of the same family. Inasmuch 
as these will interfere with future usefulness, they 
are removed. The operation is performed with the 
scissors. ‘There was some hemorrhage a day or two 
succeeding the operation, but in two weeks the 
wounds had entirely healed. 


Uleer of the Cornea. 

E—— 0’B——, aged thirty-four. The patient was 
admitted seven months ago. She had then so much 
pain in the right temple, as.to interfere with sleep. 
There was considerable lachrymation. The right eye 


has been sore for eleven weeks. In looking at it, in 
front, you would suppose it to be healthy, but when 
you examine it angularly, a little speck having an 


excavated appearance, is observed near the centre of 


the cornea. For the pu of minute. examina- 
tions of the eye, we must look at it at different an- 
gles, Ulcers of the cornea are generally attended 
with considerable pain, lachrymation, and intolerance 
of light. If their be not early checked, 
they may extend in depth until they cause perfora- 


the aqueous bumor, with pse of the iris. The 
affection may also lead to incurable opacity, 

her structure in the body, especially in conjunction 
other structure . conjunction 
with inflammation of the other tissues of the eye. 
When severely inflamed, you will notice more or less 
opacity, and numerous blood-vessels dipping down 


Such an aceident is followed by an escape of 
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from the sclerotic coat. Dr. Gross is of the opinion 
that the corneal substance has its own blood~vessels. 

We have here, then, a small ulcer attended with 
morbid sensibility t, light. There was, when the 
patient was admitted, some contraction of the pupil, 
but it is now perfectly natural, readily responding to 
its normal stimulus. In cases like these, in this 
house, where the constitution of the patient has 
been broken down by intemperance, by bad food and 
exposure, we generally prescribe a tonic treatment 
from the first. In the rural districts, we commonly 
find the patients in an opposite condition. In the 
latter case, we usually adopt the antiphlogistic treat- 
ment, The patient is, at present, on the use of qui- 
nine and iron. The ulcer is touched every other day 
with a solution of nitrate of silver, in the proportion 
When the eye 
is to be touched, a camel-hair brush is dipped into 
the solution, and the redundart fluid dashed from it, 
after which the ulcer is touched very lightly with the 
point of the brush. Sometimes the stick is used 
cut down to a small point, when the eye is touched 
as quickly and as gently as possible. There is dan- 
ger in the latter case of depositing too much of the 
solution.. When there is pain in the temple, bella- 
donna plaster is useful. Since the case is improving, 
we will continue the above-mentioned treatment. 
This patient was discharged March 12th, cured. 


Ophthalmia, 

T—— S——, aged thirty-one, This patient was ad- 
mitted about two weeks ago. He has suffered with 
more or less inflammation of the eyes, for two years. 
During part of last summer, the inflammation, to a 
considerable degree, subsided ; but it was lighted up 
again in the fall. His general health, at the time of 
the attack, was good. The patient is a waterman, 


but he was compelled, on account of his eyes, to 
give up his occupation. The eyelids, as well as the 
ball itself, he says, became much swollen; he could 
not bear the light ; the pain was very severe. There 
was a profuse, purulent discharge which, drying 
upon the lids, glued them closely together. Before 
his admission into this house, he was cupped upon 
the temples, he was purged with salts, the eyelids 
were scarified, which removed the swelling. He in- 
forms us, however, that he was not at all restricted 
in his diet. 

A full diet is not inconsistent with depletion in 
some cases, but in such a one as this the strictest 
abstinence must be observed. Had twenty-four ounces 
of blood been taken from the arm, I venture to say 
that the case would now be well, or, at all events, 
greatly improved. You have before you, gentlemen, 
a stout, robust patient, whose conjunctiva has the 
appearance of red flannel, a patient whose whole eye 
is inflamed and swollen. You take blood from 
arm ina full, rapid stream, to syncope. You o 
the eye and see the conjunctiva blanched. is 
shows the effect of bleeding In such cases. You 
may give tartar emetic and veratrum viride until 
doomsday, and you will not produce such an effect. 
And so it is in regard to inflammation in;other por- 
tions of the body. 

The patient has now but little pele. The upper 
and lower lids of both eyes are thickly granulated 
and intensely red. The lent, In a word, has 
granular conjunctivitis. ere is inflammation of 
the cornea with epee, wile is always the result 
of inflammation. He also iritis and ——- 

© man 


are attended with 
hands, as the sec 


We ha then, ! halmia, all the 
sarectures being'lnvolvel. Hile bande cud’ fest oe 
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warm, but he is very sensitive to cold; his bowels 
are regular; he sleeps well; he has now no pain; 
but when he was admitted, the pain was very severe, 
extending to the cheeks and far back into the eyes, 
When the inflammation is general, the pain is d 
seated, extending to the cheek and temple. The pain 
is sometimes confined to one half of the head, in 
which case it is termed hemicrania. The patient has 
taken calomel until his gums were slightly touched. 

On two occasions, leeches have been applied to 
the eyes, nine to each eye. About this time he was 
put upon quinine and aromatic sulphuric acid, with 
Dover’s powder, in twenty-grain doses, at night. 
When the patient came into the wards he was not in 
a condition for general blood-letting. Let him take 
the following pill every six hours: 

R. Quinie sulph., gr. lij. 
Ferri sulph., gr. iss. M. 

Let his diet be light, but nutritious. Every second 
day let the lids be everted, gently wiped, and then 
touched lightly with sulphate of copper, the redund- 


ant portion of the ball being washed with. wet | 


sponge pressed against the eyebrow. Let the secre- 
tions be kept in a proper condition, exclude the light, 
and use cold or tepid water, as may be most grateful 
to the patient. Apply to the edges of the lids an 
ointment composed of ; 
- Ung. hydrarg. nitrat., 3). 
* Cerat. simplicis, ij. M. 

This will prevent their cohering. 

February 25th. There is much less lachrymation, 
the lids do not cohere, there is less discharge from 
the eyes,.there is no pain. The patient sleeps well. 
In the left eye the granulations seem more abundant. 
They are very red, and fret the eye. In such cases 
we must be careful of our prognosis. Let the pa- 
tient know that he may lose the eye. There is no 
affection of the eye that requires more skill, or more 
experience on the part of the surgeon, than this. 
When the inflammation is of long standing, there is 

r of the eyelids becoming inverted, consti- 
tuting what is called entropion. We can readily 
im: the amount of irritation and inflammation 
ae such a condition may cause. Treatment con- 
tinued. 

March 25th. Such has been the violence of this 
em, that the patient will probably lose his 
v . 


Medical Societies. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

By a singular oversight, the entire minutes of 
the afternoon of the second day’s meeting of the 
American Medical Association were omitted in our 
account of the proceedings published last week. 


Seconp Day, Arrerwoon Session, 
Wednesday, June 3, 1863. 


Acclimatjzation of Cinchona Plant. 
The minutes of the morning session having been 
read and approved, Dr. J. Maceowax, Medical Mis- 
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association would take some measures to induce the 
Haytian Government to undertake the acclimatiza- 
tion of Cinchona trees (quinine eye He gave 
an account of the success of the Dutch in Java, and 
of the English in India, and fully believes that in St. 

Domingo these invaluable plants might be readily 
cultivated, and thus secure additional supplies of 
this great remedy in fevers. 

Dr. MacGowan has been in correspondence with 
the Haytian Ambassador, in Washington, on the 
subject, and solicits the influence of the: profession, 
in urging the institution of the necessary experi- 
ments in those. portions of America north of the 
equator, where the soil and climate seem to afford 
sufficient encouragement. 

In the course of his remarks, the speaker gave an 
account of the standing of the medical profession in 
China and Japan, of their medical literature, etc., 
and also stated the remarkable facts that they have 
made many discoveries in the use of remedies for 
certain diseases, in some cases either actually the 
same or very similar to those discovered and used 
ere. 

On motion of Dr. Cox, of Maryland, Dr, T. O. 
Epwarps, of Chicago, was invited to a seat on the 
platform. 

On motion of Dr. Hussarp, of Connecticut, . Dr. 
JONATHAN W. Brooks, of. Chicago, was elected a 
permanent member. 

The Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements 
read a list of newly arrived delegates since the last 
report. He also proposed the following gentlemen 
as permanent members: Drs. I. B. Bushtell, Ind. ; 
C. Truesdale, Ill.; W. R. Fox, Iil,; L. F. Warner, 
Ill. ; M. Parker, Ill. ; which were elected, 

Drs. L. T. Havens, of Wisconsin, and C. J. Tag- 
gart, of Wisconsin, were invited to seats. 


Report of Committee on Education.) 
Dr. Cox, of Maryland, presented from the Com- 


mittee on Medical Education the report which had 
been postponed from the morning session. He re- 
viewed the past history of the profession in this 
respect, and the absence of proper attention to the 
subject. Many valuable suggestions as to needed 
improvements were also made. After the rendering 
of this report the Committee submitted the following 
resolutions, which, after discussion, were adopted : 
Resolved, That a thorough preliminary education 
in English, Latin, mathematics and physics, consti- 
tutes an essential pre-requisite to the admission of a 
student of medicine into the office of a medical pre- 
soltegs or as 8 matriculant of a respectable medical 


college. 
Resolved, That the advancement of medical educa- 
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The Anti-Calomel and Tartar Emetic Order, 
Resolutions in place of those published last week : 


Resolved, 1. That this Association condemn, as un- 
wise and unnecessary, the circular of the Surgeon- 
General prohibiting the further supply of calomel 
and tartar emetic for use in the army; and that we 
regard such an order as an indignity to the military 
surgeons, while it is in direct opposition to the opin- 
ions of the regular profession of medicine. 

Resolved, 2. That the withholding ordinary medi- 
cines from the army-surgeons implies a want of 
confidence in their skill as a body, which, if true, 
calls for the prompt interposition of the proper 
authorities ; but if the imputation of a want of skill 
is unfounded, as we believe it is, the refusal to sup- 
ply proper medicines is wholly unjustifiable. 

Resolved, 3. That Circular No. 6 being impolitic 
and prejudicial to the interests of the service, it is 
the decided sense of this association, that a due re- 
gard for the welfare of the army requires, and we do, 
therefore, earnestly recommend, the recision of that 
circular, and the substitution of the more just and 
philosophical method of correcting. abuses, if any 
exist, by holding each surgeon, individually respon- 
sible for the proper discharge of his appropriate du- 
ties. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


Fourteenth Annual Session. 

The Society commenced its Annual Session at the 
University of Pennsylvania, in this city. 

In the absence of the President, Dr. Gzorcz F. 
Horton, of Bradford County, Dr. Tram GREEN of 
Northampton County, one of the Vice Presidents, 
occupied the chair. 





First Day, Morninc Session, ) 
Wepnespay, June 10, 1863. 


Dr. D. F. Conpm extended to the delegates a 
hearty welcome to the session of the Society. The 
fact was alluded to of a gratifying increase in the 
representation at the present session, though a fuller 
delegation from the different sections of the State 
might have been expected. It was to be regretted 
that the efforts to bring about an organization into 
efficient working societies of the medical profession 
throughout the several counties should not have been 
crowned with more success, more especially as the 
failure has been in a measure if not entirely, attri- 
butable to the apathy of the physicians of the State 
in the movement, one with which their individual 
interests are so intimately involved. Complaints 
are frequently made of the slight regard evinced 
by the community for the rights of the physician ; 
yet few of the latter are disposed to further an or- 
ganization without which its rights cannot be suc- 
cessfully enforced, nor its more prominent interests 
promoted. The position of the medical man in this 
country is an anomalous one. Destitute of any 
legally recognized status, he is jostled and elbowed 
by a horde of irregular practitioners and ignorant pre- 
tenders, who, by the law, are actually placed upon 
the same level with himself. Medica) education, as 
well as the decision in respect to the competency of 
all aspirants to the office of physician, is confided to 
teachers whose appointment emanates from self-per- 
petuating boards, composed not of medical men, but 
of those who have no interests in common with the 
profession ; who have no means for testing the quali- 
fication for the faithful performance of their duties 
of those whom they license to teach, and who are as 
liable to be 9 apg in their appointments by nepo- 
tism, prejudice or misconception, as by a sound 
judgment, and the sole desire to elevate the character 
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and enhance the value of a profession to which is en- 
trusted the health and the lives of the community. 
The speaker enlarged upon the advantages to accrue 
from the bepress eo pee of the society, among 
which was the g of a knowledge of the pro- 
gress of medicine throughout the State, each member 
of the profession contributing his quota towards the 
augmentation of the general fund of medical know- 
ledge. In conclusion, he hoped the members would 
unite their efforts to improve, as far as they could, 
the opportunity afforded them by the session ; grate- 
ful that while so large a portion of our country is 
suffering from the distraction and m incident to 
civil war, they were* permitted,.to meet in quiet and 
security to e counsel as to the means by which 
their mission of mercy to the sick and suffering may 
be extended, and rendered more effective. 

At the close of his address, Dr. Conprz read a 
letter addressed to the chairman, from the attending 
physician of Dr. Horton, stating that the illness of 
the latter was an attack of bilious intermittent fever, 
and that, though the symptoms were somewhat 
favorable at the date of writing, the doctor was un- 
able to leave his room. 

The Committee of Arrangements recommended 
that the sessions of the society be held at 4 o’clock 
that afternoon, 10 A. M. on Thursday, and 10 A. M. 
on Friday; and that the society accept the invita- 
tions extended them to visit the Mower Hospital at 
Chestnut Hill; the Pennsylvania Institution for the 
Blind ; the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane ; 
the Academy of Natural Sciences, and the Academy 
of Fine Arts. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

A communication from Dr. JoszepH Hopkinson 
was read, stating that not only the members of the 
society, but their friends of the medical profession 
generally, would be gladly received on a visit to the 
hospital. 

Dr. Fister, of the Camden Medical Society, was 
received as a visitor from that body. 

Drs. RAPHAEL, Lez and FurMAN, of the New York 
State Medical Society, were received as delegates. 

Dr. THomas P. Corson, of Trenton, a represen- 
tative of the New Jersey Medical Society, was 
admitted to a seat in the session. 

The Chairman, Dr. GreEn, made a brief address, 
regretting the constrained absence of Dr. Horton, 
the President, and trusting that he would speedily be 
restored to health. In the meantime, in conducting 
the proceedings of the.session, he hoped for the co- 
operation of the members, 

A committee: on credentials was appointed, con- 
sisting of Drs. WILMER WorTHINGTON, of Chester ; 
N. L. HatFi£.p, of Philadelphia, and Hiram Corson 
of Montgomery. The Committee reported that 63 
delegates were present. They represented Phila- 
delphia, Susquehanna, Bradford, Berks, Beaver. 
Blair, Chester, Columbia, Northampton, Perry and 
other counties. 

A committee of three was appointed to bring up 
any unfinished business laying over from the last 
session. Fe 

The Treasurer’s report was then read, showing a 
balance from last report of $751. Receipts. ; 
expenditure, $211 51; leaving a balance of $5 00. 
There are arrearages due from county societies to the 
amount of $112. 

A committee was appointed to examine the ac- 
counts of the Treasurer, composed of Drs. THomas, 
Ravus and ALLEN. 

The Committee on Credentials reported, in addition 
to their previous report, the names of persons as per- 
manent members. 

The delegates from the various counties then re- 


ported. 
‘* The following was adopted as offered by Dr. R. P. 
HOMAS: 
Resolved, That a committee consisting of one mem- 
| ber from each county represented here, (whether by 
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a regular delegation or by gentlemen admitted as 
delegates from counties,) be appointed to nominate 
officers and censors of the society, and delegates to 
the American Medical Association for the ensuing 
year, the members of the committee to be selected by 
the respective delegations. 

se tee That the committee be requested to desig- 
nate the place of the next meeting, and to nominate 
three representatives to attend the next session of 
each State Medical Society represented here. 

Resolved, That the Surgeons and Assistant Sur- 
geons of the Army and Navy now in this city, and 
regular practitioners from unrepresented counties in 
this State and from neighboring States, be invited to 
seats on this floor, and to a participation in the de- 
liberations of this Society during the present session. 


Dr. A. P. Dutoner read the sanitary report of the 
Beaver County Medical Society. During the latter 
part of the winter and spring just closed, pneumonia, 
pleuro and broncho pneumonia had been very preva- 
lent, amounting to almost an epidemic. Simple pneu- 
monia was confined mostly to persons advanced in 
life; pleuro-pneumonia to individuals of middle age, 
and broncho-pneumonia almost exclusively to child- 
ren and infants. Nearly every infant born in the 
writer’s practice, during the months of February and 
March, suffered from bronchial catarrh. In most 
cases the attack commenced on the ninth day after 
birth, and terminated on the seventeenth, if properly 
treated. 

The symptoms of simple pneumonia as presented 
in aged patients varied but little. The disorder was 
generally ushered in by a chill, which was soon fol- 
lowed by a fever, and other signs of local determina- 
tion of blood. The cough was a very urgent 
symptom from the commencement. When the dis- 
ease was not complicated, the physical signs were 
very marked. In nearly every instance the affection 
was confined to one lung, and most frequently to the 
inferior lobe. 

In pleuro-pneumonia the symptoms differed but 
little from those of simple, with the exception of a 
—_ cutting pain in the side, resisting every act of 
inspiration and making the act of coughing and deep 
breathing nearly impossible. 

In the broncho-pneumonia of children the physical 
signe were not very prominent. 

he general duration of simple pneumonia was 
fourteen days, but in some mild cases the disorder 
would commence to decline on the fifth day. In 
formidable cases the disease would be prolonged to 
the twenty-first day, particularly where complicated 
with pleurisy ; in some instances, where the disorder 
attacked persons, it would assume from the 
first that form of the malady which some writers 
have denominated typhoid pneumonia, which was 
generally fatal. Every form of the disease, except 
the typhoid, was easily managed. 

During the summer months there was little diph- 

_ theria, but in the latter part of autumn, and the 
beginning of winter, it became very prevalent, and 
in some places was almost epidemical, resulting 
fatally in some cases, particularly among children. In 
the practice of the writer, the disease had not been 
so frequent as in the three preceding years, he 
having recorded only twenty cases, fifteen of which 
were very mild ; the others required careful attention. 
The former were treated exclusively with the chlorate 
of potash, which may be considered a specific, if 
there are any such for disease. But in malignant 
cases additional therapeutical agents are prescribed, 
and little reliance is now placed upon local treat- 
ment. Of the twenty cases mentioned, all recovered 
but one, that of a child. 

In September, typhoid fever made its appearance 
in the northern of the county, but only in the 
sporadic form. It prevailed mostly among persons 
in middle life, and in some instances was very fatal, 
especially where the treatment was empirical. With 
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the exception of the diseases mentioned, the health 
of the county has been good. 

The report was accepted and referred to the Pub- 
lishing Committee. . 

Dr. L. A. Suitn, of Newark, New Jersey, and Dr. 
O. H. Tarton, of Camden, New Jersey, were admit- 
ted to seats. 

Dr. Conn offered a resolution, which was adopted, 
expressing regret at the illness of the President, Dr, 
Horton, and hoping that he would soon be restored 
to health, when he will be requested to deliver his 
address on retiring from the Presidency of the As- 
sociation. The morning session then closed. 


First Day, AFTERNOON Session, 
Wepnespay, June 10, 1863. 
The Committee on Credentials reported four addi- 


tional names, 

The Auditors appointed to examine the Treasurer’s 
account reported that they had done so, with vouchers, 
and found it correct. 

The report of the Bedford County Society was read 
by Dr. E. P. ALLEN. The Association was repre- 
sented as in a very flourishing condition. The health 
of the country had been as good as usual. Diphtheria 
had prevailed to some extent, in some districts 
having assumed a malignant form, in others being of 
a mild character. Several cases of inflammatory 
rheumatism had occurred, the most successful treat- 
ment of which was with the alkaline, together with 
the veratrum viridi and colchicum. There had been 
some instances of measles and scarlatina simplex, 
but there was nothing unusual in their course or 
treatment. Whooping cough had prevailed exten- 
sively during the greater part of the year. Very 
few instances of idiopathic typhoid fever had oc- 
curred, but many complicated cases in soldiers re- 
turnitig from the army, which were probably of a 
miasmatic origin. There were some fatal cases of 
small-pox and of apoplexy, besides the usual instances 
of pneumohia, bronchitis, dysentary and miscella- 
neous diseases. 

In surgery, the aim has been to adopt the conser- 
vative principle, and three lower limbs badly crushed 
by railroad accidents, had been saved, which for- 
merly might have been amputated. Obstetrical 
cases were about as usual; only a few cases of puer- 
peral fever having occurred, and but one death 
among them, probably owing to neglect. The most 
successful treatment in puerperal peritonitis had 
been with large doses of opium. Allusion was made 
to a number of cases where an unhealthy condition 
of the arm, followed by a typhoid state of the system 
had resulted from vaccination, and kine-pox, and 
several of which have been fatal, diphtheria prevail- 
ing in the vicinity, and a membrane strongly resem- 
bling the diphtheric having formed upon the sloughed 
portions of the arm. The cases assuming such a 
type were probably owing to some subtle element in 
the atmosphere that only wanted an exciting cause to 
operate as a poison in the system. An instance was 
detailed of a successful amputation of a hip joint, 
a diseased condition of which had continued for sey- 
eral years, and had apparently originated from 
rheumatism. 

Dr. Joun E. McGtre presented the report of the 
Westmoreland County socity. The forests having 
been cleared, there was nothing to shelter the loca~- 
tion from the constantly cha winds, and the 
climate was extremely variable. ere had been 
epidemics of the measles, mumps, diphtheria, scarlet 
and typhoid fevers and small-pox. As to diphtheria, 
the writer had no doubt of its being contagious. 
The report was very lengthy and entered into 


‘| of the nature and treatment of the diseases which 


had prevailed. 
Dr. EmmMAnvEL, from Delaware county, made a re- 

port, which was referred. 

Brief communications from several other counties 
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were received relative to the condition and prospects 
of the societies. 

The following standing committees reported pro- 
gress, and were continued :—Committee on distribut- 
ing vaccine matter ; committee on meteorology ; 
committee on criminal abortion; committee on 
Daily Medical Gazette. 

Dr. Conprm, on behalf of the cémmissioners from 
the association, who had attended the last session of 
the Medical Society of New Jersey, presented a re- 
port favorable to that organization, and alluding to 
the kind manner in which the delegates had been 
received, 

This report and those read previously were ac- 
cepted and referred to the committee on publication. 

. JOWELL, in response to an invitation, made a 
short address relative to the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, which mét in Chicago. Contrary to expec- 
tation, the meeting there was very harmonious. Rep- 
résentatives were there from the Middle and Northern 
States, also from other portions of our Union. It 
was feared that the want of unity there, between the 
two medical schools, would result in bad feelings, 
but such was not the case. 

The remarks of Dr. Jewett riveted the attention 
of all the delegates present. He concluded by stating 
that the States were well represented, but Pennsyl- 
vania was not as well represented as other States. 
The number of delegates present was one hundred 
and seventy-nine. Their next meeting will be in New 
York. Dr. HarrsHorne offered the following : 

Whereas, It is important for the interests of the 
profession of this State that the studying of anatomy 
by dissection should be in Philadelphia, as it is in 

ew York, facilitated by the sanction of the law; 
and whereas, The bill introduced upon the subject, in 
the State Legislature, at the last session, is believed 
to have been defeated on account of a technical de- 
P and not for reasons vital for its purpose ; there- 

ore, 

Resolved, That a committee of six members: be ap- 
pointed by the President to prepare a suitable bill to 
be presented to the next Legislature for the legaliza- 
tion of dissection under proper restrictions. 

The resolution was adopted. The names of the 
committee are as follows: Drs. Gross, Jewell, Neb- 
inger, Condie, Bache and McGirr. The whole Soci- 
<= were appointed on the Committee of Co-opera- 


mn. 
The following resolation was offered by Dr. Con- 
DIE 


t 

Resolved, That in addition to the two recording 
Secretaries and one Corresponding Secretary, there 
shall be elected, at the session of 1863, and every five 
years thereafter, a permanent Secretary, who shall 
take — of the minute books and other docu- 
ments of Society, immediately after the close of 
each session, and keep them during the interval, and 
he shall rm all other duties which shall be re- 
quired of him by the resolutions and enactments of 
the Society. 

The resolution was adopted. 

The committee from Westmoreland county made 
their report. The report commenced with a descrip- 
tion of the county. It was represented to be most 
oe, een tine P x 

' The population o towns do not. any case, 
exceed two thousand ns. The soil is very pro- 
ductive. The water, in about three-quarters of the 
towns, is impregnated with lime. No reliable record 
had been kept of the deaths. The principal causes 
of mortality resulted from pn scarlet fever, 
diphtheria, typhoid fever, and a few cases of small 
pox, but the deaths resulting from these causes were 
not numerous. 
ere the Committee on Pub- 

tion. f 

In the absence of other business, Dr. Conprz made 
some statements relative to the distribution of vac- 
cine matter. 





The committee will make a report in writing. 

*¢" A. arena Chairman of the a 
on Meteorology, made a partial com- 
mittee reported progress and were continued. 

The Committee on Physical Education reported 
progress, and were continued. 

An invitation was accepted to visit the Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital. Adjourned. 


Seconp Day, Tuurspay, Fune 11, 1863. 


The President presented a communication from 
Gro. H. Boxer, Secretary of the Union League, ex- 
tending to the Society an invitation to visit the 
League House. 

Dr. Conprz moved that the thanks of the Society 
be returned to the League, and that the Society visit 
the House in a body immediately after the adjourn- 
ment on Friday, 

Mr. MaxBeRry, while in favor of the vote of 
thanks, opposed the visit ina body. He considered 
the Union € a political organization, and 
thought that politics should not be introduced into 
this body. 

Dr. BELL thought that the invitation was extended 
without regard to politics, and, in support of his 
argument, alluded to the visits of the Presbyterian 
General Assembly, Episcopal Convention, and other 
bodies which have assembled in this city. 

Dr. DuTcHER was opposed to the introduction of 
politics into the Society, but, in the present crisis, 
thought that some sympathy with the government 
might be expressed. He who would not stand up 
for his country was, in the language of Garibaldi, 
either a coward or a traitor. 

After some further discussion between Drs. Con- 
Diz and MayBERRY, the resolution to accept the in- 
vitation and return thanks was adopted. 

Invitations to visit the House of Refuge and Deaf 
and Dumb Asylum were received and accepted. 

The Committee on Credentials reported the names 
of three additional delegates. The attendance, to- 
day, numbers eighty, which is larger than for three 
years past. 

Dr. W. 8. Lyx, of Chili, Mlinois, and Dr. Wm. 
Corson, of Montgomery county, were introduced 
and invited to seats. 

Dr. Sam’t Stites read the report of the Perry 
County Medical Society. It is stated that in the 
neighborhood of Millerstown there have been typhoid 
fever, small pox, scarlatina, pneumonia, pleurisy, 
and diarrhea. Typhoid fever cases had been nume- 
rous, but they generally yielded to treatment. A 
peculiarity of the disease in one portion of the county 
—Wild Cat Valley—was, that it was confined to a 
space of five miles in length, and four miles in width. 
Every house within this range, except one, had in it 
fever patients. The epidemic traveled at the rate of 
one mile per week. The successful treatment of 
other diseases is also spoken of at length in the 
report. Measles prevailed very generally in the 
spring of 1862, attacking every person who had not 
before been affected with it, and in two instances, 
persons had a second attack of the disease. 


The report was referred to the Publication Com- 


mittee. 

Dr. I. N. Evans presented the report of the Mont- 
gomery County Society. It appeared that the sani- 
tary condition of the county compared favorably 
with that of former years. In Conshohocken, a 
peculiar disease, known as. the spotted fever, had 
prevailed to some extent, among young persons, 
since March of this year, seven out of ten cases 
mentioned ha proved fatal. In Norristown a 
disease had made its appearance, strongly represent- 
ing the spotted fever which prevailed in Massachn- 
setts, in 1806. Fourteen out of thirty cases men- 
tioned had proved fatal. : 

Dr. Corss read the report of the Philadelphia So- 


ciety. 
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‘By the bills of mortality of the city, it appeared 
that during 1862, twelve Brot ys of the deaths were 
forms 





from consumption, and per cent. from 
of scrofula, a disease which ailed to a ex- 
tent throughout the State, and appeared to be yearly 


increasing. Diphtheria was the assigned cause of 
three hundred and twenty-five deaths, a decrease of 
— and seventy-seven from the number in 
1 ° 

The reports, after being read, were referred, as 
were also reports from other counties. 

The report of the Committee on the proposed 
establishment of a daily medical gazette was then 
considered, Dr. DaRRACH advocated such a publi- 
cation ; he wished a lively periodical of this kind. 
As the chairman had no report on the subject, the 
committee was continued. A resolution referring to 
—— of Dr. DarLrneton, of West Chester, was 
read. 

Dr. Cox, of Baltimore, a surgeon in the army, was 
admitted to a seat in the body, 

Dr. WORTHINGTON submitted a resolution of re- 

at the death of Dr. Wmi1am Dar.ineoron, of 
Shester county. Adopted. : 
: oa MoGrrr, of Blair county, introduced the fol- 
o : 

"Resulved, While this Society is organized for scien- 
tific purposes, for the elevation and the purity of the 
medical profession, it is no part of the organization, 
as such, to interfere with State or national politics ; 
at the same time we are fully prepared and deter- 
mined, individually and coilectively,'to maintain the 
Union of the United States against the accursed re- 
bellion now waging the destruction of the government 
formed by the wisdom and cemented by the blood of 
our Revolutionary ancestors. . 

The resolution gave rise to some discussion between 
Drs. Gross, JEWELL, cH and others, and was 


then pregeet. 

Drs. Gross, JEWELL, DARRACH, NEBINGER and 
others, opposed the members visiting the League as 
an association. 

Dr. Cox, a Baltimorean, made a patriotic speech in 
favor of the convention visiting the League rooms in 
abody. He said that he loved his country, and that 
on all fitting occasions he was ready to stand up for 
its honor and for the perpetuity of the Union. He 
felt sorry to see any reluctance on the part of the 
Society to show their decided love for our institutions 
and for those who were trying, by banding them- 
selves together in these Leagues, to strengthen the 
hands of the President and his advisers. 

«The motion to accept the invitation of the Union 
League, was reconsidered, and on motion of Dr. 
Tuomas, laid on the table. 

An invitation from Dr. BuTuer to visit the Insane 
poe ee of the Philadelphia Hospital, was read 
and acce 


The following gentlemen were elected officers for 
the ensuing year. 

President— WILSON JEWELL. 

Vice Presidents—J. D. Ross, M. Emanvet, Cras. 
SHOEMAKER, W. WORTHINGTON. 

Corresponding Secretary—A. NEBINGER. 

Permanent Secretary—W. B. ATKINSON. 

Recording Secretaries—J. M. Stevenson, W. Sar- 
GENT, 


Treasurer—WM. MAYBERRY. 

Dr. JEwELL, President for the ensuing year, was 
then conducted to the chair; on taking which, he 
expressed his tification at having so high an 
honor con upon him. He would look to the 
Association for the same indulgence as had been 
shown to those nator occupied the chair. 
He reiterated his ngs of thankfulness for the 


honor conferred, and then concluded the few remain- 
ing items of business, such as votes of thanks for 
theable manner the duties of their offices had been 


the previous officers. 


REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICES. 





ed 
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then adjourned sine die, 
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Reviews and Book. Notices. 


A Practical Handbook of Medical Chemistry. 
By Joun E. Bowman, F. C. 8., formerly Professor 
of Practical Chemistry in King’s College, London. 
Edited by Cuaries L. Broxam, Professor of Practi- 
cal Chemistry in King’s College, London. Third 
American from the fourth and revised London 





edition. With illustrations. Duodecimo, cloth, 
Pp. 351. Philadelphia: Blanchard & Lea. 1863. 
Price, $1.75 


This excellent chemical guide for medical men 
should always find a place in the library of students 
and practitioners. There exist a great many very good 
works on Chemistry, calculated, however, rather to 
render the reader acquainted with the more general 
principles than referring to any special subject of 
this vast science. The work before us seems to have 
been written not for beginners, but for those who have 
already studied Chemistry for some time. For an 
advanced student, we think it however indispensable, 
and on this account would call their especial atten- 
tion to it. 

The author divides the work into five parts. In 
the first’ of these, he refers to healthy and morbid 
urine, its analysis, the detection of the proximate 
prine/ples and its abnormal ingredients and their re- 
ation with reference to disease. 

In the second part to the chemical history of 
urinary calculi and concretions. 

In the third part to the microscopical anatomy, 
physiology and pathology of the blood, and the 
chemical deviations from the normal standard. 

In the fourth part to the secretions, norma] and 
abnormal, 

In the fifth to toxicology and the various kinds of 
analysis. 

The book is printed and bound neatly, and its ap- 
pearance is creditable to the publishers. 


On Diseases of the Skin. By Erasmus Wilson, 
.R. 8. Fifth American, from the fifth and re- 
vised London Edition. With plates and illustra- 
tions on wood. Octavo, cloth. . 694. Phila- 
delphia: Blanchard & Lea, 1863. ce, $7.50 

We take great pleasure in announcing to the 
profession the republication of this very excellent 
and useful work, which ‘scarcely requires any recom- 
mendation, since it seems to speak for itself by having 
already appeared in its fifth edition. All professional 
men are aware of the fact, that our enlightenment on 
diseases of the skin is rather in small proportion to 
the progress in other branches of medical science. 
We should therefore take special pains to raise this 
department to the same standard with the others. 

Professor Wilson’s work has shown itself so far as 
very efficient, and gives ample information to render 
the scientific and studious physician acquainted with 
the important subject which it treats. 

In the present edition the reader will find numerous 
additions, special attention having been paid to the 
deseription and illustration of eruptions from syphi- 
litic origin, which latter has contributed considerably 
to the value of this work. 

The work is well illustrated by plates, which are 
executed in the highest style of the engraver’s art, 
many of them being colored, to represent, as well as 
art can do it, the natural appearance of the various 
forins of skin disease. In former editions, these 
plates were published in a separate volume. In this 
the plates are inserted in the same volume with the 
text. 


The getting up of the work is in the well-known 
creditable style of the house of Blanchard & Lea. 
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PHILADELPHIA, JUNE 20, 1863. 





THE SURGEON-GENERAL. 

Although satisfied that the influences. which 
brought about the retirement of Surgeon-General 
. Fintey and the appointment of Dr. Wau. A. Ham- 
monp to fill the place, were inimical to the best 
interests of the medical profession, and of the 
national army, we not only carefully avoided any 
show of active opposition to the appointment, but 
gave a hearty support to the new Surgeon-General 
in all his official acts, so far as they commended 
themselves to our judgment. On the other hand, 
we have not hesitated, when occasion called for 
it, to condemn in plain terms where there was 
occasion for it. 

In view of the influences which brought about 
Dr. Hammonp’s appointment, we have neither 
been at all surprised to find irregular practitioners 
in the West claiming the new Surgeon-General as 
one of themselves, and the administration of his 
office as in their interest, nor at the issue of his 
recent foolish, unjustifiable, and wholly untruth- 
fal order, striking two important and useful reme- 
dies from the supply lists of the army. 

It is evident that the distrust of the Surgeon- 
General, which to a certain extent has existed 
from the time of his appointment, is rapidly 
taking the shape of an organized opposition, 
which it is to be hoped will not be without its 
effect with the Government. For to have a Sur- 
geon-General, who not only does not command 
the support of the profession, but who, on the 
contrary, has entirely lost the respect and con- 
fidence which should be inseparable from an 
office so intimately connected with the profession, 
and on the proper administration of which, so 
much of weal or woe to our vast army depends, is 
neither proper or wise. 

The country wants a practical man, and not a 
mere theorist, ‘‘carried about by every wind of 
doctrine,’’ at the head of the Surgical Bureau of 
the United States army, and we trust that the 
medical profession from every section of the 
country will be heard at Washington on the 
subject. The American Medical Association, and 
some local societies have already spoken in plain 











terms, and others, we doubt not, will speak. Had 
not the Pennsylvania State Medical Society been 
frightened from its propriety last week, and 
adjourned before its work was done, we doubt 
not it would have delivered a testimony on the 
subject. The local societies of the State should 
speak, however, in condemnation of an order 
which is not only untrathfal in its statements, 
but slanderous of our profession. Let us hear 
from the Philadelphia County Medical Society, 
and the College of Physicians of this city. 

The Reporter was the first of the medical 
journals to condemn the order, and we are glad 
to notice that others are pursuing the same 
course. "We observe by the Lancet and Observer, 
that the profession of Cincinnati has noticed the 
conduct of the Surgeon-General in unmistakable 
terms of condemnation, and there is no mis- 
understanding the outspoken opinions, or getting 
around the logic of the Lancet and Observer on 
the subject. 

The newspaper correspondents have been in a 
great pother over the order. Soon after it was 
issued, they announced that eminent medical 
men were overwhelming the Surgeon-General 
with congratulations on the issue of so important 
We would like to see 
their names! Then again, recently they have 
been trying to take the edge off the thing by 
giving out that the order had reference to calo- 
mel alone of all the preparation’ of mercury, etc., 
etc., all which shows that the Surgeon-General’s 
office is ill at ease about it. 


and humane an order. 


p RES Sane At eb Ae 
PENNSYLVANIA STATE MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 

This Society held its Fourteenth Annual Ses- 
sion in this city last week. The minutes will be 
found in this number. About eighty members 
were present, representing about twelve counties 
only, out of the sixty-six, of which the State is 
composed, The profession of this State need to be 
aroused on the subject of organizing their forces. 
The best way to accomplish this, is for the Society 
to take pains to have their meetings practical and 
interesting. Proper regard should also be had to 
the interests of each section of the State. Why 
should all the meetings be held in the eastern end 
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of the State? The betteryplan would be to have 
an annual meeting held in a central position, and 
semi-annual meetings held in different sections of 
the State. Thus the profession in every portion 
of the State would have an opportunity to become 
interested in the Society. 

There were some interesting papers presented 
at the late meeting, though some of the country 
members seemed to think that the proceedings 
were scarcely of sufficient interest and importance 
to compensate them for the time and expense of 
coming to the meeting. We want more country 
practitioners at these meetings to give them ani- 
mation and a practical turn. 

The meeting last week was cut short by a 
nervous and wholly uncalled for fear, that the 
Society would do something or other that would 
identify it with a certain course in politics. 
Doctors are men and citizens as well as physi- 
cians, and they cannot, if they would, separate 
themselves from the duties and obligations of 
citizenship and do right, certainly not in this 
country. Courtesy should pre-eminently charac- 
terize our profession, whether in its individual 
or its collective capacity. The invitation to visit 
the rooms of the Union League, which is com- 
posed of men of all political parties, should have 
been accepted, as were other invitations. This 
would at least have been courteous, and the mem- 
bers could have visited the rooms or not, as they 
chose. In its anxiety to be regarded as too pure 
to have any thing to do with politics, the Society 
proved to a demonstration that it was composed 
of men who were almost as wide awake to parti- 
san interests as the ordinary run of pot-house 
politicians. 

We trust that pains will be taken this year to 
form county and local societies throughout the 
State, and that at the next meeting there will be 
a large representation of country physicians, who 
will come prepared to aid in giving interest and 
vitality to the meeting. 


Burning of a Medical College. 


The Medical College at Lexi mn, Ky., was en- 
tirely destroyed by fire on the inst. It has been 
used of late fora Government Hospital. The loss is 
aw at $90,000, which will probably be bad for the 

ernment, and good for the corporators of the 


College. 
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BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 

For some time there have been vague rumors of 
“changes”? in the medical management of Belle- 
vue Hospital, New York. It has been said that it 
was the intention to have departments in the insti- 
tution for the treatment of special diseases. 

The matter has been a good while coming toa 
final issue, and now that this seems to be immi- 
nent, we confess the whole thing begins to have a 
suspicious look to us. 

The Commissioners of Public Charities and Cor- 
rection, lately called the Medical Board together 
in consultation, and from the nervousness mani- 
fested by some of the members, we are led to think 
that our suspicion that the Commissioners have it 
in view to try some experiments with ‘“ special- 
ties’? in practice, have some grounds. We trust, 
however, that the Commissioners will not place 
themselves in a position of antagonism to the 
Medical Board, and that our fears will not be real- 
ized. It would have a very bad effect on Bellevue 
Hospital, and do no possible good. The Medical 
Board is composed of some of the first men in the 
profession in New York, and we doubt not they 
will be able to maintain the honor of the profession 
against any machinations of interested parties out- 
side. 

The following are the proceedings of the meet- 
ing referred to. The Commissioners and Medical 
Board resolved themselves into a convention, com- 
posed of the following gentlemen: Commissioners 
Draper, Nicholson, and Bell, and Doctors Isaac 
Wood, Valentine Mott, James R. Wood, Crane, 
Smith, Greene, Taylor, Elliott, Parker, Clark, 
McCready, Thomas Flint, Jr., Loomis, Barker, 
Gouley, and Sayre. 


President Draper, was called to the Chair, and 
Josuua Puuips, Esq., acted as Secretary. 

The Chairman stated the object in calling the 
meeting was for the purpose of interchanging 
views on the subjects in which the Medical Board 
were as interested as the Commissioners, and 
before submitting their views he would refer to a 
consultation had with Dr. McCreapy, when it was 
resolved to address the Medical Board on the es- 
tablishment at Bellevue Hospital of facilities for 
the treatment of certain specialties. A note of 
inquiry had been addressed to the Board, requesting 
an affirmative or negative response to the inter- 
rogations, so as to enable the Commission to place 
it among their official records. 

The establishment of an Out-Door Department 
was also a subject of inquiry, whether deemed a ne- 
cessity, and, if so, whether it would be part of their 
duty to take action thereon? Also, whether, in 
their opinions, the Commissioners should provide 
against danger by a age or infectious diseases 
being transmitted in public vehicles? These 
inquiries, Mr. Draper concluded, were made solely 
from motives of responsibility, which rested equally 
with both parties represented at this meeting. 

Dr. Isaac Woop, President of Bellevue College, 
assured the Commission that there was a unanim- 
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ity of action in reference to the communication 
about alties from the.Commissioners. There 


revailed, however, an opinion with some mem- 
of the Faculty that the Commissioners would 
act independent of the medical opinions. 

The establishment of an Out-Door Department, 
and the evils which may oceur by the use of public 
vehicles, were subjects which required the further 
consideration of the Faculty. 

Mr. Drarzr said that any subject proposed by 
the Medical Board would receive just and proper 
deliberation. 

Dr. Cuank inquired whether majority and minor- 
ity reports would be considered by the Commis- 
sioners? also, whether the Commissioners enter- 
tained any opinions in regard to the promiscuous 
use of public vehicles? 4 

Mr. Draper stated that both majority and mi- 
nority reports would be considered and deliberated 
upon by the Commissioners. In respect to con- 
veying in public vehicles infectious cases, they 
desired public action, and wished the opinion of 
the medical gentlemen, and whether there was any 
danger to citizens in the use of such vehicles. It 
was the desire that the City Inspector, or some 
other officers, by ordinance, be empowered, under 
specific arrangements, to license vehicles for the 
conveyance of contagious cases. 

On motion of Dr. Barxer, the whole subject was 
referred to the Medical Board, to report thereon 
a an early date, and the meeting adjourned sine 

té. 





Notes olde Comments. 





Agricultural Papers. 

The American Agriculturist, published by OrancE 
Jupp in New York, is one of the best and most 
practical, as it is the cheapest paper issued 
for the use of agriculturists. As many of our 
readers are, to a greater or less extent, agricultur- 
ists and horticulturists, we unhesitatingly recom- 
mend it to their notice. The Agriculturist is an 
uncompromising opponent of quackery in medi- 
cine, refusing to advertise for quacks at any price, 
and devoting much space to a practical exposure 
of their tricks. Each number contains something 
to amuse and instruct children as well as grown 
persons. The price is but one dollar a year, and 
each number is worth the money. 

The Muine Farmer, published at Portland, Me., 
and the Germantown Telegraph, published at Ger- 
mantown, Pa., are also excellent. agricultural and 
family papers, that we can unhesitatingly recom- 
mend, Both are published weekly. 





American Dental Association. 
regular annual meeting of this Association 


insein this ci Brock fae pr (the 28th) 
y next, at 10 o clock, A. M 
American Dental Convention. 


The ninth annual session of this body will ~ 
ee , August 4th, at Saratoga Springs 


CORRESPONDENCE. 











Correspondence. 
DOMESTIC. 


A CASE OF ILEUS.* 
Snow Hitt, Mp., March, 1863. 


Epitog MEDICAL anp Sur@IoaL REPORTER :—The 
word Ilens would from. its derivation properly indi- 
cate contraction or twisting ; but I will use the term 
here in the simple sense of obstruction of the bowels, 
as Ihave no means of knowing whether there was 
intussusception, or what was the precise nature of 
the obstruction, since no autopsy was made. 

A few months ago, I was called to see J. W., et. 
50. Found him laboring under constipation, at- 
tended with excrutiating pain all over the abdomen, 
which was hard, much swollen, and sensitive to the 
touch. 

The patient stated that he was quite unwell for a 
week before confinement to bed, and had not been in 
good health for a year previously, he thinking, as he 
said, that there “‘was something wrong about his 
bowels.” 

Drastic cathartics had been used for three days 
without effect, as I was informed by a physician who 
had been treating the case, and requested me to take 
charge of it. 

Having first ascertained that the symptoms were 
not caused by strangulated hernia, the following 
remedies were employed: Ordinary cathartics, 
enemata of aloes, sulphate of magnesia, gambogia, 
etc., warm water enema, tobacco enema, mixture of 
chloroform, Hoffman’s anodyne and sulphate of mor- 
phia, per orem, every two hours ; mereury 3), bottles 
of warm water, etc., externally. Finally introduced 
tube with flexible wire into the bowel, and injected 
hot water through it. No fecal matter was dis- 
charged, In the first stage there was great pain. 
After the first two days considerable swelling and 
pain, except when under the influence of narcotics. 
The chloroform mixture, which was used for its 
narcotic and antispasmodic effects, relieved pain 
greatly, On the sixth day of his illness, the patient 
appearing to have every symptom of being in articulo 
mortis, visits were discontinued, and he was left 
without treatment except the chloroform, Hoffman’s 
anodyne and sulphate of morphia. On the eighth 
day, his son informed me that he was still living and 
seemed better, and requested me to see him again. I 
found the pulse, which on the sixth day was scarcely, 
if at all preceptible, with considerable volume though 
compressible. There was less tumefaction, rather 
less hardness of the abdominal parietes; the facies 
+hippocratica had disappedred. I immediately ad- 
ministered in large quantity an enema of sulphate of 
magnesia, and sode et potass. tart., and gave per 
orem, a doseof sode et potass. tart. By the use of 





* The lack of a post-mortem examination detracts greatly 
from the interest and usefulness of this case, which otherwise 





would have been very instructive.—Epiror. 3 
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the enema a very small y of fecal matter, 
(not more than a fiuid drachm,) was discharged, 
this being the first and only evacuation. Another 
dose of sal rochelle was given after the expiration of 
four hours, and other enemata were subsequently 
used, though without effect. After the enema and 
evacuation there was much less tympanites. The 
abdominal parietes seemed to be becoming flaccid, 
not meaning to say, however, “‘ post hoc ergo propter 
hoc.” Soon after this, febrile symptoms were 
marked, continuing until death, which occurred on 
the 11th or 12th day. There was no fecal vomiting. 


J. B. R. Purner, 


EXTIRPATION OF THE PAROTID GLAND. 


Wueewinc, West Vircinta, : 
May 30th, 1863. 


EprTror MeEpricat anD SurGIcAL REPORTER :—On 
the 10th of January last, Mrs. C., aged 45 years, 
native of Ireland, of good general health, though of 
cachectic appearance, residing in this city, presented 
herself at my office for advice in relatiou to a tumor 
below the right ear, which first made its appearance 
some ten years since. When first discovered, it was 
not larger than a pea, but gradually increased until 
three years since. She consulted Dr. Hovusten, then 
of this city, who (she says) passed a seaton through 
the tumor for the purpose of reducing it by suppura- 
tion ; he failed however. Since thattime it has been 
steadily increasing in size, accompanied with occa- 
sional lancinating pains. At present it occupies all 
the space between the mastoid process and the angle 
of the jaw, thrusting the ear upward, is irregular or 
knotty on the surface, having clefts and globular 
projections, and is almost immoveable ; protruding 
but little externally, but seems to dip down deeply, 
compressing the parts beneath, and is of almost stony 
hardness; seeming to implicate the greater part of 
the parotid gland. 

My diagnosis was scirrhus of the parotid gland, 
and I proposed its removal by an operation. After 
having fully stated the difficulty and risk attending 
such an operation tomy patient and her husband, 
she decided at once upon its removal. Accordingly 
she was placed upon the operating chair, when I 
directed my assistant to render the surface tense, 
and proceeded to make a longitudinal incision ex- 
tending from the mastoid process to the ascending 
portion of the inferior maxilary. I then made a 
drucial incision and dissected back the flaps, so as to 
expose the entire surface of the tumor. I then 
opened the fibrous capsule and cautiously pro- 
ceeded to dissect out the tumor after the method of 
Professor CuELivus, securing the arteries as I pro- 
gressed, sometimes using the knife, sometimes the 
handle of the scalpel and sometimes my fingers alone, 
my assistant lifting the tumor from its bed with a 
tenaculum, which was in such close proxmity to the 
carotid artery as to present after its removal a groove 
or depression through which that vessel passed. I 
brought the wound together, secured the flaps by 
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stitches; and applied cold water dressing. The patient 
bore this tedious and painful operation with the ut- 
most fortitude, scarcely uttering a murmur. Con- 
siderable blcod continued to ooze from the wound 
during the early part of the night which was 
staunched by the application of ice. After the ad- 
ministration of an opiate, the patient, although some- 
what nervous, obtained some sleep. 

The case continued to progress favorably, the 
ligatures came away, and in three weeks from the 
operation, cicatrization is complete. 

To-day, May 30th, 1868, no trace of the disease is 
perceptible, the scar produces but little deformity 
and the patient only complains of a very slight 
numbness or want of feeling in the neighbouring 
parts produced by interruption of nervous commu- 
nication. Her general health is much improved. 

E. Hattey McCoy, 





News and Miscellany. 


Artificial Arms, 

By order of the Surgeon-General, a Board com- 
posed of Medical-Inspector Crymer, U. 8. A., and 
Surgeons MurRAY and GoppDaRD, will be convened 
in this city, on the 22d inst., to examine and report 
upon such models of artificial arms as may be 
brought before them. The Board has been instructed 
to report fully as to the merits, positive and relative, 
of the models presented for their inspection, and 
their price. Inventors throughout the country are 
requested to forward models of their inventions for 
the inspection of the Board. 


Dr. J. Soris Consn, of this city, Acting Assistant 
Surgeon, U. 8. N., has been detailed from the Stettin, 
and ordered to the U. 8. ship Vermont, in Port 
Royal Harbor, 8. C. 


Pitting Prevented. 


A Scotch physician, Dr. Smart, has announced an 
invention which, he asserts, has never failed in his 
practice to prevent the disfigurement consequent in 
small-pox known as “ pitting.”? The application 
consists of a solution of india rubber in chloroform 
which is painted over the face (and neck in women,) 
when the eruption has become fully developed. When 
the chloroform has evaporated, which it readily does, 
there is left a thin, elastic film of india rubber over 
the face. This the patient feels to be rather comfort- 
able than otherwise, inasmuch as the ble 
itchiness, so erally complained of, is almost en- 
tirely removed, and, what is more important, “ pit- 
ting,”’ once so common, and even now far from rare, 
is thoroug! ty prevented wherever the solution has 
been applied. 


Wooden Library. 


A strange work is being carried out for exhibition 
at the Permanent Industrial Exposition, in Vienna. 
It is a wooden library; that is, a hundred octavo 
volumes, the covers of which are formed of wood. 
On the backs, which are formed from the bark, are 
inscribed the trees they are made from. Inside are 
specimens of the leaves, flowers, fruits, etc., of the 
trees. *~ 
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Vital Statistics of France and England. 
The Registrar-General of Great Britain, in his an- 
nual report, has introduced some of the leading facts 
in the statistics of France in 1861, for the purpose of 
comparison. It is seen that both the marriage and 


the birth rates were lower in that country than they 
were in England, while the death rate was higher. 
The persons married were im the proportion of 1.544 
to the population, while in En d they were 1.628. 
The births were 2.688, at the English rate of 
8.461; the deaths, 28 against 2.1 The in- 
ype A in births is the most remarkable becauge 
pulation of France has not attained to that 
Peet ty which, in England, might be assigned as a 
reason for a diminution in the rate of increase. 


Quinine in the Indian Army, 
Dr. Macruerson, of Calcutta, states that since 
quinine has been extensively used. among the troops 
in India, there has been a steady diminution of mor- 


tality ; and whereas in 1830 the average per centage 
of deaths to cases of fever treated was 3.66, in 1856 
it was. only one per cent. in a body of 18, 600 men 
scattered from Peshawur to Pegu. 


—————_.-s___ 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


B@- Correspondents will please notice our reiterated re- 
quest to give their St address in their communications to 
us. Our ce is very extensive, and it is neces- 
sary for us Gieepe te: to rte the Town, County and Strate 
Srom whence their letters are sent. 

Dr. C. T. H., Kenrucky.—We would recommend you Tilt 
on Menstruation, price $1 ; Barclay's Medical Diagnosis, ¢2.25; 
and Walsh on the Heart, $2°25. These can be sent per mail, 
or express. We have recently sent several packages to Ken- 
tucky aud there has been no difficulty with them, 

De. J. 8., Unapitna, N. ¥.—Waper’s Anatomical Plates 
cannot be procured complete, a fire havin ng destroyed the edi- 
tion in 1859. The complete sets consisted of eight plain, and 
three colored figures. The colored figures are all destroyed. 
The eight plain ones can be supplied at $1.50 per figure—the 
price, when complete, having been $2.50 each for the plain, 
and $3.50 for the colored. 

Da. B. T., Mp.—We can procure for you a set of Army 
Splints at $2.50, which would answer your purpose. Dr. 
Wetcn, of Lakeville, Conn., makes a very complete set of 
gutta percha splints, which are sold at about $16, we believe, 
neatly packed in a box. 

Da. J. H. C., InDiana.—We can get you a pocket case of 
instruments for $15 to $20, depending on ihe number of instru- 
ments. The price of the Reporter from May, 1863, to Janu- 
ary, 1864 (vol. x.), is $2. 


MARRIED. 


Capy—BuLKk.eYy.—In New Yorl York, on Wednesday, June 10, 
by Rev. Dr. Prentiss, J. Cleaveland Cady and Julia, eldest 
daughter of Dr. Henry D. Buikley. 

Harver—StseEv.—At Abington, Pa., on the 2a inst., by the 
Rev. Dr. Gray, of Easton, Samuel D. Harvey, M.D., "of Jen- 
Rotews, 6 and Mary B., youngest daughter of ‘the jate Robert 

|, 

Hoparys—Svuprter.—On the 26th ult., in Wilmington, Del., 
by Rev. Bishop Scott, Benjamin C. Hopkins, M.D., of Kent 
te ib open and Sallie B. Sudler, daughter of the late Prof. 





Lamp—WiLttams.—By Rev. W. T. Eva, on the 10th inst, 
Dr. William W. Lamb, of Paulsboro’, N. J.,and Miss Elmira 
Williams, of this city. 

Mircuert—Rose.—On Shaseday, June 11, at the residence 
of the bride’s fathér; r. Mitchell, of New York, 
John J. Mitchell, M. D,, i) Sew York, and Philena B., daugh- 
ter of Norman Esq,., of Schuyler’s Lake, N: ¥. No cards 


Pengzose—Stewart.—On the 3d inst., by Rev. P. H. Mow- 
ry, Dr. Thomas N Penrose, United States Navy, and Maggie, 
aphve of James Stewart, all of this oy 

by Mig ve orl Exeter, N. H., on Thursday, "June 11, 
San dike Daniel French Wells, M.D., of Brook- 
77% of Exeter. 


Dac deat Rev. T. P, Speer <e we 
residence, Joseph Wilson, ay es and ee F P. Shepherd, both 
of North Jackson, Mahoning county, Ohie. 
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METEOROLOGY. 

June 8, 9, ; 10,; 11,; 12, ; 13, ; 14. 
Wii csesseviece N W. |N. W.)8. W.) 8. EB.) 8 EB.) EL 
Weather... { Clear. |Clear. | Clear. |Clear. |Cl’dy,| Clou- |Clear, 

Show-| dy. 
er. 
Depth Rain... 
Thermometer| 
Minimum...... 46°} 49° | 53°; 60° | 60°] 58° | gg° 
At 8 A. M...... 59 60 68 67 68 64 62 
At 12 M......... 64 68 78 75 75 64 69 
At 3 P. M...... 67 77 80 74 79 63 74 
Mean..,....0.00+ 633) 683/ 75.3) 72 74 67 68.8 
Barometer. ' 
At 12 M......../ 29.9] 29.8| 30 30 29.9) 30.1! 30.2 
B. J, Lzzpom 
ee 
are 
VITAL & 2 é% 2 2 z 
a a a 
STATISTIOS. | 3 4% § 4318 x¢ , 23 
a 
EES|ZES| Eels Be 
Population in 1860............ 565,529 | 212,418 | 177,812 | 805,651 
Mortality. 
Malle .. ..c.cc0.008 bidectesh vetekebie 117 55 28 181 
Female ......0000+«0 goaupemevine ° 127 36 30 169 
Adults 107 64 27 162 
Under 15 years........... oo ose 134 52 ove 185 
Under 2 years. 86 26 ~ 126 
BURR seckss cdssbe cveivick 244 91 58 350 
Deaths in 100, 000... po 43.14 42.84 31.49 43.43 
BERINIORR « cocasccaseoscereseerees 184 ovo 40 227 
Foreign 53 ove 18 123 
Negro. 13 17 on 14 
I.—Zyrmotic Diseases. 
Cholera, Asiatic...........0+ ove oe oe oes 
Cholera Infantum......... oon 1 ove eee 2 
Cholera Morbns....,....0.++0 ote oes ose = 
CHOUP .2ccdsesscrcceee 4 8 8 9 
Diarrhesa..... 5 eos bee 5 
Diphtheria. 9 3 8 8 
Dysentery. 2 1 ove 4 
Erysipelas. 2 ove ove 9 
Fever, Intermittent... ove 1 ove oxp 
Fever, Remittent...... ove oo o ove 
Fever, Scarlet........ 8 5 5 pt] 
Fever, Typhoid .... 4 4 ove ll 
Fever, Typhuz...... 1 ove 1 13 
Fever, Yellow..... ooo ove oes ~- 
Hooping-cough ... ove exo 1 1 ove 
TnflUeNZa .......000.serececessoes ove ove eee! ase 
Measl 5 ove 1 5 
Small Pox......... dhvsctoves ones 4 7 1 2 
Syphilis. 1 ose ove ove 
MEU mewnccncsnnnqeesoeinnste ate ovo 1 ove 
IIl.—Sporapio Diseases. 
Albuminuri oe ove ooo os 
Apoplexy........ dapuopoae cupola 3 1 3] 3 
Consumption... oo 24 17 9 4 
Convulsions.......... a 9 1 1 27 
DIORA, <crerree sestscnene . 13 4 2 16 
Gun-shot Wounds... os 5 2 oo oe 
InteMpPerance.i........0cvesees ibe ove 1 jase 
.) ov 2 15 
Pleurisy..........00es a0 coscencces ove ove 1 oe 
PNEUMONIA ....00 ccseveoooerees 16 eos 2 ove 
Posrperal FOveF..,..sessecorese 1 ove ovo ove 
Scrofula eee ~~ eee ove 
Violence and Accidents... 6 oe 1 42 
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were received relative to the condition and prospects 
of the societies. 

The following standing committees reported pro- 

6, and were continued :—Committee on distribut- 
ng vaccine matter ; committee on meteorology ; 
committee on criminal abortion; committee on 
Daily Medical Gazette. 

Dr. Connie, on behalf of the commissioners from 
the association, who had attended the last session of 
the Medical Society of New Jersey, presented a re- 
port favorable to that organization, and alluding to 
the kind manner in which the delegates had been 
received. 

This report and those read previously were ac- 

and referred to the committee on publication. 
. JEWELL, in response to an invitation, made a 
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The committee will make a report in writing. 

Dr. A. L. Kexnepy, Chairman of the Committee 
| on Meteorology, made a partial report. The com- 
| mittee reported progress and were continued. 

The Committee on Physical Education reported 

progress, and were continued. 

An invitation was accepted to visit the Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital. Adjourned. 


| Seconn Day, Tuurspay, June 11, 1863. 


| The President presented a communication from 

Gro. H. Boxen, Secretary of the Union League, ex- 
tending to the Society an invitation to visit the 

| League House. 

| Dr. Conpre moved that the thanks of the Society 


short address relative to the American Medical Asso- | be returned to the League, and that the Society visit 
ciation, which met in Chicago. Contrary to expec- | the House in a body immediately after the adjourn- 
tation, the meeting there was very harmonious. Rep. | ment on Friday. 

resentatives were there from the Middle and Northern | Mr. Mayrnerry, while in favor of the vote of 
States, also from other portions of our Union. It | thanks, opposed the visit in a body. He considered 
was feared that the want of unity there, between the | the Union League a political organization, and 


two medical schools, would result in bad feelings, 
but such was not the case. 

The remarks of Dr. Jewett riveted the attention 
of all the delegates present. He concluded — g 
that the States were well represented, but Pennsyl- 
vania was not as well represented as other States. 
The number of delegates present was one hundred 
and seventy-nine. Their next meeting will be in New 
York. Dr. HartsHorne offered the following : 

Whereas, It is important for the interests of the 
profession of this State that the studying of anatomy 
by dissection should be in Philadelphia, as it is in 

ew York, facilitated by the sanction of the law; 
and whereas, The bill introduced upon the subject, in 
the State Legislature, at the last session, is believed 
to have been defeated on account of a technical de- 
ye and not for reasons vital for its purpose ; there- 

fore, 

Resolved, That a committee of six members be ap- 
oe ae by the President to prepare a suitable bill to 

presented to the next Legislature for the legaliza- 
tion of dissection under proper restrictions. 

The resolution was adopted. The names of the 
committee are as follows: Drs. Gross, Jewell, Neb- 
inger, Condie, Bache and McGirr. The whole Soci- 
a were appointed on the Committee of Co-opera- 

on. 

The following resolution was offered by Dr. Con- 
DIE: 


Resolwed, That in addition to the two recording 
Secretaries and one Corresponding Secretary, there 
shall be elected, at the session of 1863, and every five 
years thereafter, a permanent Secretary, who shall 
take charge of the minute books and other docu- 
ments of the Society, immediately after the close of 
each session, and keep them during the interval, and 
he shall perform all other duties which shall be re- 
quired of him by the resolutions and enactments of 
the Society. 

The resolution was adopted. 

The committee from Westmoreland county made 
their report. The report commenced with a descrip- 
tion of the county. It was represented to be most 
beautifully situated. 

population of the towns do not, in any case, 
exceed two thousand persons. The soil is very pro- 
ductive. The water, in about three-quarters of the 
towns, is impregnated with lime. No reliable record 
had been kept of the deaths. The principal causes 
of mortality resulted from pneumonia, scarlet fever 
diphtheria, typhoid fever, and a few cases of small 
pox, but the deaths resulting from these causes were 
not numerous. 

The report was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lication. 

In the absence of other business, Dr. Conpre made 
= statements relative to the distribution of vac- 


| thought that politics should not be introduced into 
this body. 

Dr. Bey thought that the invitation was extended 
without regard to politics, and, in support of his 
argument, alluded to the visits of the Presbyterian 
General Assembly, Episcopal Convention, and other 
bodies which have assembled in this city. 

Dr. DuTOHER was opposed to the introduction of 
polities into the Society, but, in the present crisis, 
thought that some sympathy with the government 
might be expressed. He who would not stand up 
for his country was, in the language of Garibaldi, 
either a coward or a traitor. 

After some further discussion between Drs. Con- 
Diz and MAYBERRY, the resolution to accept the in- 
vitation and return thanks was adopted. 

Invitations to visit the House of Refuge and Deaf 
and Dumb Asylum were received and accepted. 

The Committee on Credentials reported the names 
of three additional delegates. The attendance, to- 
day, numbers eighty, which is larger than for three 
years past. 

Dr. W. 8. Lusn, of Chili, Dlinois, and Dr. Wm. 
Corson, of Montgomery county, were introduced 
and invited to seats. ; 

Dr. Sam’t StiTes read the report of the Perry 
County Medical Society. It is stated that in the 
neighborhood of Millerstown there have been typhoid 
fever, small pox, scarlatina, pneumonia, pleurisy, 
and diarrhea. Typhoid fever cases had been nume- 
rous, but they generally yielded to treatment. A 
peculiarity of the disease in one portion of the county 
—Wild Cat Valley—was, that it was confined to a 
space of five miles in length, and four miles in width. 
Every house within this range, except one, had in it 
fever patients. The epidemic traveled at the rate of 
one mile per week. The successful treatment of 
other diseases is also spoken of at length in the 
report. Measles prevailed very generally in the 
spring of 1862, attacking every person who had not 
before been affected with it, and in two instances, 
persons had a second attack of the disease, 

The report was referred to the Publication Com- 
mittee. ; 

Dr. I. N. Evans presented the report of the Mont- 
gomery County Society. It appeared that the sani- 
tary condition of the county compared favorably 
with that of former years. In Conshohocken, a 
peculiar disease, known as the spotted fever, had 
prevailed to some extent, among young persons, 
since March of this year, seven out of ten cases 
mentioned hav proved fatal. In Norristown a 
disease had made its appearance, strongly represent- 
ing the spotted fever which prevailed in Massachu- 
setts, in 1806. Fourteen out of thirty cases men- 
tioned had proved fatal. 

Dr. Corse read the report of the Philadelphia So- 
ciety. 
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By the bills of mortality of the city, it appeared | 
that during 1862, twelve per cent. of the deaths were 
from consumption, and nineteen per cent. from for 
of scrofula, a disease which prevailed to a t ex- 
tent throughout the State, and appeared to be yearly 
increasing. Diphtheria was the assigned cause of | 
three hundred and twenty-five deaths, a decrease of | 
one hundred and seventy-seven from the number in | 
1861. 

The reports, after being read, were referred, as | 
were also reports from other counties. 

The report of the Committee on the proposed | 
establishment of a dally medical gazette was then | 
considered. Dr. Darracn advocated such a publi- | 
cation ; he wished a lively periodical of this kind. | 
As the chairman had no report on the subject, the | 
committee was continued. A resolution referring to | 
the death of Dr. Dantineton, of West Chester, was | 
read. 

Dr. Cox, of Baltimore, a surgeon In the army, was 
vdmitted to a seat in the body. | 

Dr. WortTHINGTON submitted a resolution of re- | 
rret at the death of Dr. Wm114am Dar.inoton, of 

‘heater county. Adopted. 
Dr. McGrrr, of Blair county, introduced the fol- | 


lewing : : 

Resolved, While this Society is organized for scien- | 
tific purposes, for the elevation and the purity of the | 
nedical profession, it is no part of the organization, | 
as such, to interfere with State or national politics ; 
at the same time we are fully prepared and deter- 
mined, individually and collectively, to maintain the 
Union of the United States against the accursed re- | 
bellion pow waging the destruction of the government 
formed by the wisdom and cemented by the blood of 
our Revolutionary ancestors. 

The resolution gave rise to some discussion between 
Drs. Gross, JEWELL, DARRACH and others, and was 
then adopted. 

Drs. Gross, JEWELL, DARRACH, NEBINGER and 
others, opposed the members visiting the League as 
an association. é 

Dr. Cox, a Baltimorean, made a patriotic speech in 
favor of the convention visiting the League rooms in 
abody. He said that he loved his country, and that 
on all fitting occasions he was ready to stand up for 
its honor and for the perpetuity of the Union. He 
Telt sorry to see any reluctance on the part of the 
Society to show their decided love for our institutions 
and for those who were trying, by banding them- 
selves together in these Leagues, to strengthen the 
hands of the President and his advisers. 

The motion to accept the invitation of the Union 
League, was reconsidered, and on motion of Dr. 
Tuomas, laid on the table. 

An invitation from Dr. BuTLER to visit the Insane 
Department of the Philadelphia Hospital, was read 
and accepted. 

The following gentlemen were elected officers for 
the ensuing year. 

President—WILSON JEWELL. 

Vice Presidents—J. D. Ross, Ms EMANUEL, Cras. 
SHOEMAKER, W. WORTHINGTON. 

Corresponding Secretary—A. NEBINGER. 

Permanent Secretary—W. B. ATKINSON. 

Recording Secretaries—J. M. Stevenson, W. Sar- 
GENT. 

Treasurer—WM. MAYBEREY. 

Dr. JEWELL, President for the ensuing year, was 
then conducted to the chair; on taking which, he 
expressed his gratification at having so high an 
honor conférred upon him. He would look to the 
Association for the same indulgence as had been 
shown to those who previously occupied the chair. 
He reiterated his feelings of thankfulness for the 
honor conferred, and then concluded the few remain- 
ing items of business, such as votes of thanks for 
the able manner the duties of their offices had been 
performed by the previous officers. 

The Society then adjourned sine die. 





Reviews and Book Notices, 


A Practical Handbook of Medical Chemistry. 
sy geun E. Bowman, F. C. 8., formerly Professor 
of Practical Chemistry in King’s College, London, 
Edited by Cuances L. Broxam, Professor of Practi- 
cal Chemistry in King’s College, London. Third 
American from the fourth and revised London 
edition, With illustrations. Duodecimo, cloth, 
Pp. 351. Philadelphia: Blanchard & Lea. 1863, 
Price, #1.75 


This excellent chemical guide for medical men 
should always find a place in the library of students 
and practitioners. There exist a great many very good 
works on Chemistry, caleulated, however, rather to 
render the reader acquainted with the more general 
principles than referring to any special subject of 
this vast science. The work before us seems to have 
been written not for beginners, but for those who have 
already stu“ied Chemistry for some time. For an 
advanced st:ident, we think it however indispensable, 
and on this account would call their especial atten- 
tion to it. 

The author divides the work into five parts. In 
the first of these, he refers to healthy and morbid 
urine, its analysis, the detection of the proximate 

rinciples and its abnormal ingredients and their re- 
ation with reference to disease. 

In the second part to the chemical history of 
urinary calculi and concretions. 

In the third part to the microscopical anatomy, 
physiology and pathology of the blood, and the 
chemical deviations from the normal standard. 

In the fourth part to the secretions, normal and 
abnormal, 

In the fifth to toxicology and the various kinds of 
analysis. 

The book is printed and bound neatly, and its ap- 
pearance is creditable to the publishers. 


On Diseases of the Skin. By Erasmus Wilson, 
F.R.8. Fifth American, from the fifth and re- 
vised London Edition. With plates and illustra- 
tions on wood. Octavo, cloth. Pp. 694. Phila- 
delphia: Blanchard & Lea, 1868. Price, $7.50 
We take great pleasure in announcing to the 

profession the republication of this very excellent 

and useful work, which scarcely requires any recom- 
mendation, since it seems to speak for itself by having 
already appeared in its fifth edition. All professional 
men are aware of the fact, that our enlightenment on 
diseases of the skin is rather in small proportion to 
the progress in other branches of medical, science. 

We should therefore take special pains to raise this 

department to the same standard with the others. 

Professor Wilson’s work has shown itself so far as 
very efficient, and gives ample information to render 
the scientific and studious physician acquainted with 
the important subject which it treats. 

In the present edition the reader will find numerous 
additions, special attention having been paid to the 
description and illustration of eruptions from syphi- 
litie origin, which latter has contributed considerably 
to the value of this work. 

The work is well illustrated by plates, which are 
executed in the highest style of the engraver’s art, 
many of them being colored, to represent, as well as 
art can do it, the natural appearance of the various 
forms of skin disease. In former editions, these 
plates were published in a separate volume. In this 
the plates are inserted in the same volume with the 
text. 

The ing up of the work is in the well-known 
creditable style of the house of Blanchard & Lea, 
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THE SURGEON-GENERAL. 

Although satisfied that the influences which 
brought about the retirement of Surgeon-General 
Fixtey and the appointment of Dr. Wau. A. Ham- 
monn to fill the place, were inimical to the best 
interests of the medical profession, and of the 
national army, we not only carefully avoided any 
show of active opposition to the appointment, but 
gave a hearty support to the new Surgeon-General 
in all his official acts, so far as they commended 
themselves to our judgment. On the other hand, 
we have not hesitated, when occasion called for 
it, to condemn in plain terms where there was 
occasion for it. 

In view of the influences which brought about 
Dr. Hammoyxp’s appointment, we have neither 
been at all surprised to find irregular practitioners 
in the West claiming the new Surgeon-General as 
one of themselves, and the administration of his 
office as in their interest, nor at the issue of his 
recent foolish, unjustifiable, and wholly untruth- 
fal order, striking two important and useful reme- 
dies from the supply lists of the army. 

It is evident that the distrust of the Surgeon- 
General, Which to a certain extent has existed 
from the time of his appointment, is rapidly 
taking the shape of an organized opposition, 
which it is to be hoped will not be without its 
effect with the Government. For to have a Sur- 
geon-General, who not only does not command 
the support of the profession, but who, on the 
contrary, has entirely lost the respect and con- 
fidence which should be inseparable from an 
office so intimately connected with the profession, 
and on the proper administration of which, so 
much of weal or woe to our vast army depends, is 
neither proper or wise. 

The country wants a practical man, and not a 
mere theorist, ‘‘carried about by every wind of 
doctrine,’’ at the head of the Surgical Bureau of 
the United States army, and we trust that the 
medical profession from every section .of the 
country will be heard at Washington on the 
subject. The American Medical Association, and 
some local societies have already spoken in plain 
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| terms, and others, we doubt not, will speak. Had 

not the Pennsylvania State Medical Society been 
frightened from its propriety last week, and 
| adjourned before its work was done, we doubt 
| not it would have delivered a testimony on the 
| subject. The local societies of the State should 
speak, however, in condemnation of an order 
| which is not only untruthful in its statements, 
bat slanderous of our profession. Let us hear 
| from the Philadelphia County Medical Society, 
and the College of Physicians of this city. 

The Reporter was the first of the medical 
journals to condemn the order, and we are glad 
to notice that others are pursuing the same 
course. We observe by the Lancet and Observer, 
that the profession of Cincinnati has noticed thy 
conduct of the Surgeon-General in unmistakable 
terms of condemnation, and there is no mis- 
understanding the outspoken opinions, or getting 
around the logic of the Lancet and Observer on 
the subject. , 

The newspaper correspondents have been in & 
great pother over the order. Soon after it was 
issued, they announced that eminent medical 
men were overwhelming the Surgeon-General 
with congratulations on the issue of so important 
We would like to see 
their names! Then again, recently they have 
been trying to take the edge off the thing by 
giving out that the order had reference to calo- 


and humane an order. 


mel alone of all the preparations of mercury, etc., 
etc., all which shows that the Surgeon-General’s 
office is ill at ease about it. 


PENNSYLVANIA STATE MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 

This Society held its Fourteenth Annual Ses- 
sion in this city last week. The minutes will be 
found in this number. About eighty members 
were present, representing about twelve counties 





only, out of the sixty-six, of which the State is 
composed. The profession of this State need to be 
aroused on the subject of organizing their forces. 
The best way to accomplish this, is for the Society 
to take pains to have their meetings practical and 
Proper regard should also be had to 
the interests of each section of the State. Why 
should all the meetings be held in the eastern end 


interesting. 
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of the State?. The better plan would be to have 
an annual meeting held in a central position, and 
semi-annual meetings held in different sections of 
the State. Thus the profession in every portion 
of the State would have an opportunity to become 
interested in the Society. 

There were some interesting papers presented 
at the late meeting, though some of the country 
members seemed to think that the proceedings 
were scarcely of sufficient interest and importance 
to compensate them for the time and expense of 
coming to the meeting. We want more country 
practitioners at these meetings to give them ani- 
mation and a practical turn. 

The .meeting last week was cut short by a 
nervous and wholly uncalled for fear, that the 
Society would do something or other that would 
flentify it with a certain course in politics. 
Joctors are men and citizens as well as physi- 
fans, and they cannot, if they would, separate 
hemselves from the duties and obligations of 
aitizenship and do right, certainly not in this 
untry. Courtesy should pre-eminently charac- 
erize our profession, whether in its individual 
wits collective capacity. The invitation to visit 
the rooms of the Union League, which is com- 
posed of men of all political parties, should have 
This 
would at least have been courteous, and the mem- 


been accepted, as were other invitations. 


bers could have visited the rooms or not, as they 
chose. In its anxiety to be regarded as too pure 
to have any thing to do with politics, the Society 
proved to a demonstration that it was composed 


of men who were almost as wide awake to parti- 
san interests as the ordinary run of pot-house 
politicians. 

We trust that pains will be taken this year to 
form county and local societies throughout the 
State, and that at the next meeting there will be 
a large representation of country physicians, who 


will come prepared to aid in giving interest and 
vitality to the meeting. 


s<+Oore 


Burning of a Medical College, 


The Medical College at Lexington, Ky., was en- 
tirely destroyed by fire on the 22d inst. It has been 
used of late fora Government Hospital. The loss is 
placed at $90,000, which will probably be bad for the 
Government, and good for the corporators of the 
College. 





EDITORIAL. 
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BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 

For some time there have been vague rumors of 
‘changes’? in the medical management of Belle- 
vue Hospital, New York. It has been said that it 
was the intention to have departments in the insti- 
tution for the treatment of special diseases. 

The matter has been a good while coming toa 
final issue, and now that this seems to be immi- 
nent, we confess the whole thing begins to have & 
suspicious look to us. 

The Commissioners of Public Charities and Cor- 
rection, lately called the Medical Board together 
in consultation, and from the nervousness mani- 
fested by some of the members, we are led to think 
that our suspicion that the Commissioners have it 
in view to try some experiments with “ special- 
ties’? in practice, have some grounds. We trust, 
however, that the Commissioners will not place 
themselves in a position of antagonism to the 
Medical Board, and that our fears will not be real- 
ized. It would have a very bad effect on Bellevue 
Hospital, and do no possible good. The Medical 
Board is composed of some of the first men in the 
profession in New York, and we doubt not they 
will be able to maintain the honor of the profession 
against any machinations of interested parties out- 
side. 

The following ate the proceedings of the meet- 
ing referred to. The Commissioners and Medical 
Board resolved themselves into a convention, com- 
posed of the following gentlemen: Commissioners 
Draper, Nicholson, and Bell, and Doctors Isaac 
Wood, Valentine Mott, James R. Wood, Crane, 
Smith, Greene, Taylor, Elliott, Parker, Clark, 
McCready, Thomas Flint, Jr., Loomis, Barker, 
Gouley, and Sayre. 

President Drarer, was called to the Chair, and 
Josnua Parxurps, Esq., acted as Secretary. 

The Chairman stated the object in calling the 
meeting was for the purpose of interchanging 
views on the subjects in which the Medical Board 
were as interested as the Commissioners, and 
before submitting their views he would refer to a 
consultation had with Dr. McCreapy, when it was 
resolved to address the Medical Board on the es- 
tablishment at Bellevue Hospital of facilities for 
the treatment of certain specialties. A note of 
inquiry had been addressed to the Board, requesting 
an affirmative or negative response to the inter- 
rogations, so as to enable the Commission to place 
it among their official records. 

The establishment of an Out-Door Department 
was also a subject of inquiry, whether deemed ane- 
cessity, and, if so, whether it would be part of their 
duty to take action thereon? Also, whether, in 
their opinions, the Commissioners should provide 
against danger by contagious or infectious diseases 
being transmitted in public vehicles? These 
inquiries, Mr. Drarer concluded, were made solely 
from motives of responsibility, which rested equally 
with both parties represented at this meeting. 

Dr. Isaac Woop, President of Bellevue College, 
assured the Commission that there was a unanim- 
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ity of action in reference to the communication 
about specialties from the Commissioners. There 
prevailed, however, an opinion with some mem- 
bers of the Faculty that the Commissioners would 
act independent of the medical opinions. 

The establishment of an Out-Door Department, 
and the evils which may occur by the use of public 
vehicles, were subjects which required the further 
consideration of the Faculty. 

Mr. Draper said that any subject proposed by 
the Medical Board would receive just and proper 
deliberation. . 

Dr. CLARK inquired whether majority and minor- 
ity reports would be considered by the Commis- 
sioners? also, whether the Commissioners enter- 
tained any opinions in regard to the promiscuous 
use of public vehicles? 

Mr. Draper stated that both majority and mi- 
nority reports would be considered and deliberated 
upon by the Commissioners. In respect to con- 
veying in public vehicles infectious cases, they 
desired public action, and wished the opinion of 
the medical gentlemen, and whether there was any 
danger to citizens in the use of such vehicles. It 
was the desire that the City Inspector, or some 
other officers, by ordinance, be empowered, under 
specific arrangements, to license vehicles for the 
conveyance of contagious cases. 

On motion of Dr. Barxegr, the whole subject was 
referred to the Medical Board, to report thereon 
at an early date, and the meeting adjourned sine 
die. 








~~ 
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Notes and Comments. 





Agricultural Papers. 

The American Ag~iculturist, published by ORANGE 
Jupp in New York, is one of the best and most 
practical, as it is the cheapest paper issued 
for the use of agriculturists. As many of our 
readers are, to a greater or less extent, agricultur- 
ists and horticulturists, we unhesitatingly recom- 
mend it to their notice. The Agriculturist is an 
uncompromising opponent of quackery in medi- 
cine, refusing to advertise for quacks at any price, 
and devoting much space to a practical exposure 
of their tricks. Each number contains something 
to amuse and instruct children as well as grown 
persons. The price is but one dollar a year, and 
each number is worth the money. 

The Maine Farmer, published at Portland, Me., 
and the Germantown Telegraph, published at Ger- 
mantown, Pa., are also excellent agricultural and 
family papers, that we can unhesitatingly recom- 
mend. Both are published weekly. 





American Dental Association. 


The regular annual meeting of this Association 
takes place in this city, on the last Tuesday, (the 28th) 
of July next, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 


American Dental Convention... 


The ninth annual session of this body will take 
place on Tuesday, August 4th, at Saratoga Springs, 
New York, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
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Correspondence. 


DOMESTIC. 


A CASE OF ILEUS,* 
Snow Hitt, Mp., March, 1863. 


EpiTtoR MEDICAL AND SuRGICAL REPORTER :—The 
word Ileus would from its derivation properly indi- 
cate contraction or twisting ; but I will use the term 
here in the simple sense of obstruction of the bowels, 
as I have no means of knowing whether there was 
intussusception, or what was the precise nature of 
the obstruction, since no autopsy was made. 

A few months ago, I was called to see J. W., et. 
50. Found him laboring under constipation, at- 
tended with excrutiating pain all over the abdomen, 
which was hard, much swollen, and sensitive to the 
touch. 

The patient stated that he was quite unwell for a 
week before confinement to bed, and had not been in 
good health for a year previously, he thinking, as he 
said, that there “was something wrong about his 
bowels.” 

Drastic cathartics had been used for three days 
without effect, as I was informed by a physician who 
had been treating the case, and requested me to take 
charge of it. 

Having first ascertained that the symptoms were 
not caused by strangulated hernia, the following 
remedies were employed: Ordinary cathartics, 
enemata of aloes, sulphate of magnesia, gambogia. 
ete., warm water enema, tobacco enema, mixture of 
chloroform, Hoffman’s anodyne and sulphate of mor- 
phia, per orem, every two hours ; mercury 3j, bottles 
of warm water, etc., externally. Finally introduced 
tube with flexible wire into the bowel, and injected 
hot water through it. No fecal matter was dis- 
charged. In the first stage there was great pain. 
After the first two days considerable swelling and 
pain, except when under the influence of narcotics. 
The chloroform mixture, which was used for its 
narcotic and antispasmodic effects, relieved pain 
greatly. On the sixth day of his illness, the patient 
appearing to have every symptom of being in articulo 
mortis, visits were discontinued, and he was left 
without treatment except the chloroform, Hoffman’s 
anodyne and sulphate of morphia. On the eighth 
day, his son informed me that he was still living and 
seemed better, and requested me to see him again. I 
found the pulse, which on the sixth day was scarcely, 
if at all preceptible, with considerable volume though 
compressible. There was less tumefaction, rather 
less hardness of the abdominal parietes ; the facies 
hippocratica had disappeared. I immediately ad- 
ministered in large quantity an enema of sulphate of 
magnesia, and sode et potass. tart., and gave per 
orem, & dose of sod et potass. tart. By the use of 





* The lack of a post-mortem examination detracts greatly 
from the interest and usefulness of this case, which otherwise 
would have been very instructive —EpiTor. 
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the enema a very small quantity of fecal matter, 
(not more than a fluid drachm,) was discharged, 
this being the first and only evacuation. Another 
dose of sal rochelle was given after the expiration of 
four hours, and other enemata were subsequently 
used, though without effect. After the enema and 
evacuation there was much less tympanites. The 
abdominal parietes seemed to be becoming flaccid, 
not meaning to say, however, “‘ post hoc ergo propter 
hoc.”? Soon after this, febrile symptoms were 
marked, continuing until death, which occurred on 
the 11th or 12th day. There was no fecal vomiting. 


Jd. B. R. PURNELL. 





APLPLPLTALSIS 





EXTIRPATION OF THE PAROTID GLAND. 


Wueewinc, West Vircinia, ‘ 
May 30th, 1863. 


EpDIToR ‘MEDICAL AND SuRGICAL REPORTER :—On 
the 10th of January last, Mrs. C., aged 45 years, 
native of Ireland, of good general health, though of 
cachectic appearance, residing in this city, presented 
herself at my office for advice in relation to a tumor 
below the right ear, which first made its appearance 
some ten years since. When first discovered, it was 
not larger than a pea, but gradually increased until 
three years since. She consulted Dr. Housten, then 
of this city, who (she says) passed a seaton through 
the tumor for the purpose of reducing it by suppura- 
tion ; he failed however. Since thattime it has been 
ly increasing in size, accompanied with occa- 
lancinating pains. At present it occupies all 
ace between the mastoid process and the angle 
jaw, thrusting the ear upward, is irregular or 
y on the surface, having clefts and globular 
ections, and is almost immoveable ; protruding 
little externally, but seems to dip down deeply, 
essing the parts beneath, and is of almost stony 

is, seeming to implicate the greater part of 
id gland. . 
osis was scirrhus of the parotid gland, 
roposed its removal by an operation. After 
g fully stated the difficulty and risk attending 
an operation to my patient and her husband, 
vided at once upon its removal. Accordingly 
as placed upon the operating chair, when I 
ected my assistant to render the surface tense, 
and proceeded to make a longitudinal incision ex- 
tending from the mastoid process to the ascending 
portion of the inferior maxilary. I then made a 
crucial incision and dissected back the flaps, so as to 
expose the entire surface of the tumor. I then 
opened the fibrous capsule and cautiously pro- 
ceeded to dissect out the tumor after the method of 
Professor Cumiivus, securing the arteries as I pro- 
gressed, sometimes using the knife, sometimes the 
handle of the sealpel and sometimes my fingers alone, 
my assistant lifting the tumor from its bed with a 
tenaculum, which was in such close proxmity to the 
carotid artery as to present after its removal a groove 
or depression through which that vessel passed. I 
brought the wound together, secured the flaps by 
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stitches, and applied cold water dressing. The patient 
bore this tedious and painful operation with the ut- 
most fortitude, scarcely uttering a murmur. Con- 
siderable blood continued to ooze from the wound 
during the early part of the night which was 
staunched by the application of ice. After the ad- 
ministration of an opiate, the patient, although some- 
what nervous, obtained some sleep. 

The case continued to progress favorably, the 
ligatures came away, and in three weeks from the 
operation, cicatrization is complete. 

To-day, May 30th, 1863, no trace of the disease is 
perceptible, the scar produces but little deformity 
and the patient only complains of a very slight 
numbness or want of feeling in the neighbouring 
parts produced by interruption of nervous commu- 
nication. Her general health is much improved. 

E. Hatitgy McCoy, 





News and Miscellany. 





Artificial Arms. 

By order of the Surgeon-General, a Board com- 
posed of Medical-Inspector Crymer, U. 8. A., and 
Surgeons Murray and GoppDARD, will be convened 
in this city, on the 22d inst., to examine and report 


upon such models of artificial arms as may be 
brought before them. The Board has been instructed 
to report fully as to the merits, positive and relative, 
of the models presented for their inspection, and 
their price. Inventors throughout the country are 
requested to forward models of their inventions for 
the inspection of the Board. 


Dr. J. Soris Conen, of this city, Acting Assistant 
Surgeon, U. 8. N., has been detailed from the Stettin, 
and ordered to the U. 8. ship Vermont, in Port 
Royal Harbor, 8. C. 


Pitting Prevented. 


A Scotch physician, Dr. Smart, has announced an 
invention which, he asserts, has never failed in his 
practice to prevent the disfigurement consequent in 
small-pox known as “ pitting.”? The application 
consists of a solution of india rubber in chloroform 
which is painted over the face (and neck in women,) 
when the eruption has become fully developed. When 
the chloroform has evaporated, whic’ it read.ly does, 
there is left a thin, elastic film of india rubber over 
the face. This the patient feels to be rather comfort- 
able than otherwise, inasmuch as the disagreable 
itchiness, so enerally complained of, is almost en- 
tirely removed, and, what is more important, “ pit- 
ting,’”? once so common, and even now far from rare, 
is t oroughly prevented wherever the solution has 
been applied. 


Wooden Library. 


A strange work is being carried out for exhibition 
at the Permanent Industrial Exposition, in Vienna. 
It is a wooden library; that is, a hundred octavo 
volumes, the covers of which are formed of wood. 
On the backs, which are formed from the bark, are 
inscribed the trees they are made from. Inside are 
specimens of the leaves, flowers, fruits, etc., of the 
trees, 
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Vital Statistics of France and England. 

The Registrar-General of Great Britain, in his an- 
nual report, has introduced some of the leading facts 
in the statistics of France in 1861, for the purpose of 
comparison. It is seen that both the marriage and 
the birth rates were lower in that country than they 
were in England, while the death rate was higher. 
The persons married were in the proportion of 1.544 
to the population, while in England they were 1.628. 
The births were 2.688, against the English rate of 
8.461; the deaths, 2.808 against 2.163. The in- 
feriority in births is the most remarkable, because 
the population of France has not attained to that 
density which, in England, might be assigned as a 
reason for a diminution in the rate of increase. 


Quinine in the Indian Army. 

Dr. Macpuerson, of Calcutta, states that since 
quinine has been extensively used among the troops 
in India, there has been a steady diminution of mor- 
tality ; and whereas in 1830 the average per centage 
of deaths to cases of fever treated was 3.66, in 1856 
it was only one per cent. in a body of 18,000 men 
scattered from Peshawur to Pegu. 


— > 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Me Correspondents will please notice our reiterated re- 
quest to give their full address in their communications to 
us. Our correspondence is very extensive, and it is neces- 
sary for us always to know the Town, County and Stare 
Srom whence their letters are sent. 

Dr. C. T. H., Kerrucky.—We would recommend you Tilt 
on Menstruation, price $1 ; Barclay’s Medical Diagnosis, $2.25; 
and Walsh on the Heart, $2°25. These can be sent per mail, 
or express. We have recently sent several packages to Ken- 
tucky aad there has been no difficulty with them, 


Da. J. 8., Unapuua, N. ¥.—Weser’s Anatomical Plates 


cannot be procured complete, a fire pore destroyed the edi- 


tion in 1859. The complete sets consisted of eight plain, and 
three eplored figures. The colored figures are all destroyed. 
The eight plain ones can be supplied at $1.50 per figure—the 
price, when complete, having been $2.50 each for the plain, 
and $3.50 for the colored. 

Dr. B, T., Mp.—We can procure for you a set of Army 
Splints ‘at $2.50, which would answer your purpose. Dr. 
Wextca, of Lakeville, Conn., makes a very complete set of 
gutta percha splints, which are sold at about $16, we believe, 
neatly packed in a box, 

Dra. J. H. C., InpIana.—We can get you a pocket case of 
instruments for $15 to $20, depending on the number of instru- 
ments. The price of the Reporter from May, 1863, to Janu- 
ary, 1864 (vol. x.), is $2. 


MARRIED. ' 


Capy—Buixiey.—In New York, on Wednesday, June 10, 
by Rev. Dr. Prentiss, J. Cleaveland Cady and Julia, eldest 
daughter of Dr. Henry D. Bulkley. 

HaRveY—ST&EL.—At Abington, Pa., on the 2d inst., by the 
Rev. Dr. Gray, of Easton, Sumael D. Harvey, M.D., of Jen- 
Rineenss and Mary B., youngest daughter of the late Robert 

1, D.D. 

Hopxins—Scpier.—On the 26th ult., in Wilmington, Del., 
by Rev. Bishop Scott, Benjamin C. Hopkins, M.D., of Kent 
evunty, Del., and Sallie B. Sudler, daaghter of the late Prof. 
T. F. Sudler, 

Lamp—WILiiaAms.—By Rev. W. T, Eva, on the 10th inst, 
Dr. William W. Lamb, of Paulsboro’, N. J., and Miss Elmira 
Williams, of this city. . 

MitrcueLt—Roszt.—On Thursday, June fi, at- the residence 
of the bride’s father, by Rev. Dr. Mitchell, of New York, 
John J, Mitchell, M.D., of New York, and Philena B., dangh- 
ter of Norman Rose, Esq., of Schuyler’s Lake, N. Y. No cards 


" Penrose—Stewart.—On the 3d inst., by Rev. P. H. Mow- 
ry, Dr. Thomas N Penrose, United States Navy, and Maggie, 
daughter of James Stewart, all of this city. 

“ Wetts—JAmes.—In Exeter, N. H., on Thursday, June 11, 
by Rev. 0, T. Lamphear, Daniel French Wells, M.Dgpof Brook- 
lyn, N. ¥., and Miss Jennie James, of Exeter. 

Witgor—SHEPuerD.—May 14th, by Rev. T. P. Speer, at his 
residence, Joseph Wilson, M.D., and Miss E. P, Shepherd, both 
of North Jackson, Mahoning county, Ohio. 
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DIED. 


McKewney.—In Norfolk, Va., 24th May, Dr. Wm. N. Mo- 
Kenney, in the 50th year of his age. Dr. McKenney was an 
old and influential citizen of Norfolk, and was for many years 
a member of the Senate of Virginia. 

OsL.—At his residence, Summit Hill, Carbon county, Pa., 
May 20th, 1863, after suffering for one week from a severe 
attack of inflammation of the lungs, Dr. J. G. Ohl, a native 
of Buckhorn, Columbia county, Pa. 

PatTeRson.—In Stoystown, of scarlatina, April 27th, 1863, 
John H., son of Dr. R. H. and Mrs. 8. Patterson, aged 3 year® 
and 7 months, 
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Cholera Infantum. 
Cholera Morbus.... 





Erysipelas. 

Fever, Intermittent. 
Fever, Kemittent. 

Fever, Scarlet.......scssescees 
Fever, Typhoid 

Fever, Ty phus.........00 wocee 


Hooping-cough .. 
Influenza ....... eeseccceees sevens 


Py . 
rts met ol ot ft 








mi 





Il.—Sporapic Diseases. 
Albuminari 





APOPleZY......<rccceereeees snceee 
Consumption. ....c..ceee epecee 
avulsl 
DEODCT.-cocporcorctnoosyegcecceons 
Gan-shot Wounds. oaks 
Intemperance........ 
MarasMus ...ccrorccseeseoeseeses 
Pleurisy.........0« cede coccseeces 
PNeuMoOnia ......0c000scesseres 
Puerperal Fever.......0.00000 
Scrofula 
Violence and Accidents...,. 


Re 
bom wc: 





ss 


Hai wi awe 


wie 
: 
tom bom: 























oan 2 <a © wee 2 le et Ce Co oe 6 oe COU Le Cf Ue Oe Uo ee 


